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This past year at Abilene Education 
Foundation has been exhilarating, 
challenging, rewarding and finally, effective! 
Each day, it is so exciting to see firsthand 
the difference you and this Foundation 
are making in the lives of our students. 
I see it in the faces of the teachers who 
are so grateful for the funds we give 
them to enable creative projects or in 
the smiles of students as they take that 
first step toward college with one of our 
scholarships in hand. Your contributions 
show up in the form of classroom supplies, 
advising sessions with college counselors, 
scholarships for college and countless 
classrooms projects that might not ever 
have been possible without the work of 
this Foundation. It is truly a privilege and 
honor to lead such a fine organization and 
dedicated group of community volunteers. 

I hope you enjoy reading this year’s 
2012 Annual Report. We have so much 
to share with you. New programs, like 
the Teachers in the Limelight Celebration 
(TLC) where we honor and showcase our 
finest teachers in each of our schools. They 
are so deserving of our praise! Other new 
programs include an exciting expansion of 
our C.O.O.L. College Advising program.  

 

With a generous grant we have been able to 
double our impact and take this important 
initiative into all our AISD middle school 
and high school campuses. And lastly, we 
have made it easier for our teachers and 
administrators to access financial grants for 
their projects all during the year through a 
new program called Achievement Grants. 

 
While we continue to expand 

programs, add programs and make new 
inroads in supporting Abilene ISD each 
year, we still have so much more we want to 
accomplish. As we encourage our students 
to dream big we must dream big along 
with them. That is why we work so hard to 
operate efficiently, with low overhead using 
a LOT of community volunteers. We need 
you too! I hope you will call us with your 
dreams for our public schools. It is a cause 
we can’t afford to ignore. 

We say THANK YOU to our board, 
volunteers, donors and partners for  
your participation with the Abilene 
Education Foundation!

Jean McMillon, Executive Director of AEF

Abilene Education Foundation represents Commitment to the future of Abilene, Texas. 
Commitment by all of our donors to enhance Abilene Independent School District through 
direct investment in AEF programs. Commitment by AEF staff to use their time and effort 
and creativity to make our programs work and “keep the wheels on track.” Commitment by 
AEF C.O.O.L. college advisors to work hard to help first generation AISD graduates get 
into an institute of higher learning in spite of poor economic circumstances. Commitment 
by board members to use their time, effort and money on our programs and to make 
wise choices in the use of our funds to accomplish the desires of our donors and 
create programs with lasting positive effects for the students and teachers of Abilene 
Independent School District. I am extremely proud to be living in Abilene, Texas, and 
being a part of an organization which is truly making a difference for our students, 
our teachers and our future. AEF is making a positive impact in the future of our 
kids because of our donors, our staff, our volunteers and our board members, and I 
am extremely thankful for each and every one of you. 

Our third annual Cajun Fest Fundraiser will be held on April 11, 2013, at 
301 Cypress from 5:00 to 8:00. Come join us to help raise money for Abilene 
Education Foundation. We will enjoy an evening of crawfish, music and a 
celebration of AISD students and programs. I hope to see all of you there.

Buddy Napier
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PR O G R A M  HI G H L I G H T S
PASS FOR SUCCESS

AEF Pass for Success program offers the opportunity for fifth 
grade students from the AISD elementary schools to participate in a 
Football Passing Contest at the Cooper High and Abilene High home 
football games. The students meeting the distance goal set for the 
evening will win $150 for the PE deparment on their campus, receive 
an AEF Pass For Success T-shirt, and wear a football jersey from their 
high school team. Students are selected by their PE coaches and are 
excited about making a contribution for their school as they show off 
their passing skills. The huge scoreboard is filled with information 
about AEF as the announcer introduces the students to the fans and 
provides information about some of the programs that AEF sponsors. 
What an exciting evening for AISD students!

2ND ANNUAL CAJUN FEST 
In April, AEF launched its second annual Cajun Fest event 

in conjunction with ArtWalk (Sponsored by the Center for 
Contemporary Arts). With generous support from numerous 
businesses and individuals, AEF organized a feast of crawfish and 
shrimp as well as highlighting talented students of AISD. Student 
performances included AHS Steel Drum Band, CHS Red Rhythm 
and Blues, Revolution, Dyess Elementary Choir, Cougarette Dance 
Team, AHS and CHS cheerleaders and K-3rd grade students from all 
campuses participating in the coloring contest to name the Shrimp 
Boat. The event proved a huge success and raised $40,000 in revenue 
which was used to help support the teachers and students of AISD.

STAR TEACHER GRANT PROGRAM
The STAR Teacher Grant program (Supporting Teachers with 

Academic Resources) provides funding to teachers for classroom 
and instructional projects that enrich curriculum. The grant cycle for 
STAR Teacher Grants opens in May and is awarded in September. 
The STAR Teacher Grants are funded by AISD Payroll Deduction 
Donation Campaign, with matching funds by Kaye Price-Hawkins/
Priceless Literacy and The Greathouse Foundation. In addition to 
payroll deduction contributions, Mike Dudley in honor of his wife 
Judy, a longtime teacher at Fannin Elementary, gave two STAR grants 
to two deserving teachers at the new Myra Martinez Elementary. We 
also received a tremendous outpouring for the Mary Ann Polnick 
Memorial Fund, a 35 year educator who spent 31 of those years  
within AISD.

Over the course of the past eight cycles of the STAR Teacher 
Grant program, AEF has given over $300,000 in total grants to our 
deserving and hard-working teachers. Individual grants were awarded 
for classroom projects, field trips, school equipment, supplies, 
calculators, games, creative activities and many other items. This past 
September, 67 community volunteers read and selected 54 different 
grants from 101 grant applications. Over $47,000 were awarded to 66 
teachers on 17 campuses, which in turn impacts over 10,000 students, 
more than half of the population of AISD.

The board of the Abilene Education Foundation feels this 

program provides one of the most effective avenues for teachers as 
they strive to meet the diversity of students in their classrooms.

YOUNG MASTERS JURIED ART EXHIBITION
The Abilene Education Foundation presents the Young Masters 

Juried Art Exhibition for AISD Advanced Placement Art Students. 
Held each year in alternating locations at either The Grace Museum 
or The National Center of Children’s Illustrated Literature, this annual 
exhibition celebrates young master artists and their dedicated teachers 
for demonstrating excellence in artistic education with a quality 
museum art exhibition. The Young Masters Exhibition extends the 
supporting role of AEF with AISD and impacts the future of not only 
the students selected for the show, but all AP art students by inspiring 
them to reach their full potential. Additionally, it provides students 
affirmation that may further enhance opportunities for acceptance 
into premier higher education art programs.

The exhibition is judged by a professional artist of national 
recognition. The Best of Show, 1st, 2nd, 3rd Place, three Merit 
winners, and Honorable Mention winners are announced each year 
at a reception honoring the student artists and their teachers. 
College scholarships totaling $5,000 are awarded annually to 
the winners.

The Young Masters project is supported by a 
grant from the “HeArts for the Arts” program of the 
Abilene Cultural Affairs Council and the City of 
Abilene. Additional assistance is provided by 
AISD, Abilene Frame-N-Art Shoppe, and 
other generous individuals.

ALUMNI ENDOWMENTS
Alumni Scholarship Funds are 

endowed monies that provide 
scholarship opportunities for 
the graduating seniors of 
AISD. These scholarship 
funds are generated 
by donations from 
the alumni of 
the two high 

schools in the district. A permanent record of donors and gifts will be 
maintained by AEF, who will also manage the review of scholarships. 
The Community Foundation of Abilene will manage the investment 
of the contributions to the endowment. A $20,000 endowment has 
been established for each high school and new donations are added 
quarterly. This amazing opportunity was begun in 2008 by the AHS 
class of 1958 and the CHS class of 1978.

AEF SCHOLARSHIPS
For the second year Abilene Education Foundation was able 

to give away numerous scholarships. AEF works continuously to 
raise money for students to make the transition from high school to 
college as seamless as possible, while working to help those students 
avoid huge post-graduation debt. Scholarships are also established 
by community members in honor or memory of loved ones. Last 
year AEF granted over $34,000 in scholarships to the students of 
AISD. Scholarships granted in 2012 include the Abilene Education 
Foundation Scholarships, AHS and CHS Alumni, Young Masters 
Juried Art Exhibition Scholarships, Johnny Ortega Jr. Memorial, Judy 
Trammell-Smith Memorial Art, Heroes Have always Worn Hairnets 
(School Nutrition Association of Abilene), Abernathy, Meta Alice 
Keith Bratten, Doug Thompson Memorial Art, and Choose Life 
Community Scholarship. 

Recently, AEF also established an endowment with gifts from 
an anonymous donor to provide annual scholarship grants. This 
endowment will be named and awarded to students beginning  
spring 2014.

GIFT GRANT PROGRAM
GIFT (Giving to First-time Teachers) Grants help new teachers 

set up their classrooms at the beginning of each new school year. 
The average out-of-pocket cost for a new teacher is $700. Thanks to 
the generous donations of several Abilene-area retired teachers and 
community members, AEF was able to provide grants of $150 each 

year to first-year, new-to-the-profession, AISD teachers to help offset 
some of their classroom expenses.

ACHIEVEMENT GRANT
$6,000

AEF PASS FOR SUCCESS
$2,500

AEF SCHOLARSHIPS
$8,000

AHS/CHS ALUMNI SCHOLARSHIPS
$4,000

C.O.O.L. PROGRAM
$220,000

GIFT GRANT PROGRAM
$6,750

SCHOLARSHIP WEBSITE
$3,000

STAR TEACHER GRANT PROGRAM
$48,000

YOUNG MASTERS JURIED ART EXHIBIT
$15,000

* For more information about our 2012 financial information, go to our 
website at www.aaeeff.org to download our Audit Report and 990.

PR O G R A M  EX P E N S E S
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Edwin J. Jennings, Sr., 
(1895-1968) and Agnes May 
Smith (1895-1975) were 
married in 1919, moved to 
Abilene in 1920 and lived 
in Abilene the rest of their 
lives. Mr. Jennings, Sr., was a 
traveling salesman who spent 
most of his career working for 
the National Casket Company. 
Mrs. Jennings attended the 
Florence Normal Teacher’s 
College in Florence, Alabama, 
and was a public school 
teacher in Florence prior to 

her marriage. Mr. and Mrs. Jennings were active and well-regarded 
members of the Abilene community. 

 
The Jennings’ only child, Edwin J. Jennings, Jr., was born in 

Abilene in 1922. He attended Alta Vista Elementary, Central School, 
and graduated from Abilene High School in 1940. He was a member 
of the Abilene High School Boys Band, winner of the math award, and 
valedictorian of his class. 

Edwin and Agnes Jennings always emphasized to their son the 
importance of studying hard and obtaining a college degree. Edwin 
Jr. still recalls the trip his father took him on to visit Rice Institute in 

Houston while he was a senior in high school. Edwin Jr. attended the 
Rice Institute in Houston and enlisted in the Army Air Corps during 
WWII. The Army sent him to UCLA where he received a degree in 
Physics Meteorology. He then became an instructor in that program 
before being sent to the Philippines where he served until 1946. 

Returning to Rice Institute after the war, he received his B.S. in 
Chemical Engineering in 1948 and an M.S. in Physical Chemistry in 
1949. He is a natural-born teacher who tutored many of the younger 
Rice students in math, chemistry, and physics from 1946-49. 

Those students still comment on his remarkable teaching ability. 
He was hired by legendary coach Jess Neely to be the head tutor for 
the Rice Institute football team that won the Southwest Conference 
championship in 1949. Mr. Jennings met Colleen Alessandra at Rice 
Institute in 1948 and they married in 1949. They live in Houston  
and have five children who have been awarded a total of nine 
university degrees.

WH AT ’ S  NE W  W I T H  A E F ?
C.O.O.L. BECOMES COOLER

In 2007-08 the Shelton Family Foundation generously funded 
the C.O.O.L. (College Offers Opportunities for Life) Program. Two 
full-time college advisors were hired (one each at Abilene and Cooper 
high schools) to assist students who were the first in their families to 
attend college as well as other students in need of financial aid, college 
applications, and college visits. 

This year, with the help of the Dian Graves Owen Foundation, 
the C.O.O.L. Program has been able to expand the services offered 
to AISD students by hiring two additional college advisors. The main 
goals of the expansion program are: 

•  Increase the number of seniors who are the first in their 
families to attend college or economically disadvantaged  
to apply and enroll in post-secondary institutions. 

• Increase awareness of underclassmen and middle school 
students of the college admission process through 
classroom presentations. 

•  Track, locate, and encourage past graduates in the 
C.O.O.L. Program who have not completed their post-
secondary education to re-enroll and finish their degree. 

Since inception, the C.O.O.L. Program has served over 1,200 
seniors and helped them to enroll in post-secondary education. 
Beginning this year, a concentrated outreach at ATEMS High School 
(first graduating class) and Woodson Center for Excellence will be in 
effect. The C.O.O.L. Program also offers college tours to high school 
seniors at no cost, FAFSA workshops for parents and students, as 
well as sponsoring a College Fair which includes all area schools 
and recruiters from over 60 college campuses. Advisors are Will 
Medina, ATEMS and Woodson Center for Excellence; Amanda 
Hothan, Abilene High School; LaQuiera Gantt, Cooper High School; 
and Christine Curtis-Carr program coordinator/college advisor 
concentrating in community, post high school graduates, and middle 
school outreach.

In 2012, additional 
funding for this program 
was recieved from Citi 
Foundation and NACAC  
Imagine Fund.

TEACHERS IN THE LIMELIGHT 
CELEBRATION (TLC)

The Abilene Education Foundation (AEF) 
is proud to announce the inaugural Teachers 
in the Limelight Celebration (TLC) scheduled for 
Monday, April 29, 2013, at the Abilene Country Club. 

This new-to-AEF event is made possible by a generous 
gift and endowment set up by Mr. Edwin Jennings, Jr., in honor 
of his parents, Edwin and Agnes Jennings, Sr.  The awards banquet 
is underwritten by Mr. Randy Pool, Abilene Ice, Inc. Mr. Jennings’ 
desire for this event is to recognize, honor, and award monetary gifts 
to outstanding teachers in Abilene ISD. Late in 2012, each AISD 
campus nominated a teacher meeting the criteria set forth by Mr. 
Jennings. Each of these nominees will be honored on their respective 
campuses, be featured in the news media, and receive a monetary 
award. One elementary and one secondary teacher will each be 
awarded an “Edwin and Agnes Jennings Teaching Excellence Award.” 
Because of his passion for teaching math and science, Mr. Jennings 
also wishes to honor secondary math and secondary science teachers 
with an “Edwin and Agnes Jennings Teaching Excellence Award.” 

With the donation of 3,000 shares of ExxonMobile stock from  
Mr. Edwin Jennings, Jr., a permanent endowment has been established 
to honor teachers making a difference in the lives of students in 
Abilene ISD. This endowment will allow AEF to continue these awards 
yearly for generations to come! 

AEF ACHIEVEMENT GRANT
In 2012, AEF began Achievement Grants for AISD 

administrators, counselors, or non-profits with programs which 
directly impact the achievement of AISD students. Grants are 
awarded quarterly in November, February, May, and August. Funds 
available per quarter total $2,500 and are reviewed by a committee of 
the Abilene Education Foundation. The first Achievement Grants were 
given in November to the following:

•  Woodson Center for Excellence – Rewarding  
Achievement - $2,000

•  Abilene High School – Partnerships in Learning - $1,000
•  Madison Middle School – Madison ROCKS - $1,000
•  Taylor Elementary School – The Leader in Me - $1,000
•  Young Audiences of Abilene – 7th graders in AISD to 

attend Amahl and the Night Visitors - $1,000

2012 C.O.O.L. TEAM

DO N O R  SP O T L I G H T :  MR .  ED W I N  JEN N I N G S ,  JR .

E d w i n  J .  J e n n i n g s ,  J r . ,  w a s  a 
m e m b e r  o f  t h e  A b i l e n e  H i g h 
S c h o o l  1 9 3 5  B a n d .

EDWIN JR. AND COLLEEN JENNINGS
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2 0 1 2  DO N O R S We would personally like to thank each and every one        of you for all of your generous donations and support!

UNIVERSE STAR
$10,000 and Up

Anonymous
Citi Foundation
Dian Graves Owen 

Foundation 
Dodge Jones Foundation 
Edwin J. Jennings, Jr.
Meta Alice Keith Bratten 

Foundation 
Julie & Buddy Napier
Edith & Peter O’Donnell
Shelton Family Foundation 

GALAXY STAR
$5,000 – $9,999

Community Foundation  
of Abilene 

Pat & Mike Dunnahoo/ 
Star Dodge

Melody Hunt/Hunt Direct 
Marketing

Kaye Price-Hawkins/
Priceless Literacy

Linda & Gary Roark/ 
Any Lab Test Now

NOVA STAR
$1,000 – $4,999

 Shawna & Jeff Abernathy
 Abilene Cultural Affairs 

Council 
 Abilene Teachers Federal 

Credit Union 
 Suzanne & Mike Alexander
Cathy & Phil Ashby *
 The Barber Foundation 
 Carolyn & John Beckham
 Peggy & Bob Beckham
Rodney Brown *
 Ruth & Lee Caldwell
 Jo & Joe Ed Canon
 Lisa Chavez-Owens/Owens 

Machine Shop
 Bud Darby
 JoAnn & Louie Bob Davis
 Jack Denson
 Rudith & Don Drennan
 Mike Dudley
 Pat Dudley
 EC Tool & Supply Co. 
 First Financial Bank 
Stacy & Larry Gilley *
 Judy & Larry Godfrey
 Greathouse Foundation 
 Kim & Steve Harrell
 Hendrick Health System 
 Sue & Charles Ivey
 LargoTex Resources, LLC 
 Live Oak Foundation 
 Pam & Mickey 

Meimerstorf
 National Association 

College Admissions 
Counselors 

 Dana & Eric Oliver
 Mary Lou & Juan Ortega
 David Polnick
 Maryanne & Randy Pool
 School Nutrition 

Association Of Abilene 
 Kim & Jim Snyder
 Sodexho, Inc. 
 Linda & John Stearns
 Sue Stubbeman
 Taylor Electric  

Cooperative, Inc. 

SHOOTING STAR
$500 – $999

Abilene Plumbing/ 
Abilene Sheet Metal

American State Bank 
Bandera Drilling Co., Inc. 
Blue Cross Blue Shield 
Bart Bourland
Catherine Coleman/ 

Wells Fargo Foundation
Coleman County State 

Bank/Stan Lambert
Carol & Vic Corley
Jana & Joe Crawford
Davis Kinard & Company, 

PC 
Julie & Mike Denny
ENT Specialists of Abilene, 

LLP 
Anita & David Green
Lisa Harp
Carol & Bill Haynes
Jeri & Roland Orr
Sue & Ed Patton
Barbara & Larry Pittman/

Barnes and Williams 
Drug Centers

Linda & Michael Sharp
Holly & Wes Soben
Cindy & Mike Sullivan
Thomas J. Taylor & 

Associates 
Angie & Rob Wiley
Jill & Tommy Willis
Wolfe and Company, PC 
Jeannie & Mike Young

PLATINUM STAR
$300 – $499

Amber & Joe Alcorta *
Marsha & William Barnes 
Christine Curtis-Carr/  

Brandon Carr *
Missi & Dale Funk 
Callie & Lee Hampton 
Jennifer & Melvin Harper 
Linda & Barry Hoefer 
Ben Hood 
Prissy & Dewitt Jones 
Laurie McAnally *
Jean & Don McMillon 
Ron McQueen *
Billye Proctor-Shaw 

Sandi & Ron Rainwater *
Jennifer & John Raney *
Kristi & Ruppert Rangel 
Nita Slaton 
Gaile & Bill Thompson *
Shelly & Sandy Utley 
Susan Vandever *
Rob Westman *
Alice & Bill Wright
 

GOLD STAR
$150 – $299

Roy Helen Ackers 
AHS Activity Fund 
Shirley & Jerry Anderson 
Bassetti Elementary School 
Yvonne & Ron Batts 
Connie & Terry Bawcom 
LaVerne & James Boynton 
Laura & Jeff Brokovich *
Celebrity Attractions 
Choose Life Community 
Laura & Dave Copeland 
Jackie & Bart Cox 
Kathy & Royce Curtis 
Paula & Mike Dickie 
Nills Donnell *
Philda & Roy Dudgeon *
Lewis Duncan 
Tina & Billy Enriquez *
Glenda Eubanks 
Mark Gabehart *
Marilyn & Bill Galusha 
Jean & Gary Goodnight 
Arlieta Jones *
Regina & Tim Lancaster 
Kari Leong *
Jan & John Lineweaver 
Mary Jo & Herb Loyd 
Dawnell Marshall *
Jill Maxwell 
Will Medina *
Laura & Jay Moore *
Virginia Mosier 
Shirla Mullins *
Betty & Charles Nelson 
Cary & Ron Owens *
Marci & John Phillips 
Yanell & Gerald Rieder 
Sharon & Tom Riley 
Nancy & Jay Roberts 
Diane & Tom Rose 
Candy & Charles 

Scarborough *
Lila & Bill Senter 
Nell Sims 
D’Anna Smith *
Joe Smith 
Donna South *
Paula Tallant *
Britni & Lee Tatum 
Janet & Roger Thomas *
Keri & Richard Thornburg *
TransOil Marketing 
Betty & Clifton Wachsmann 

Wagstaff, Alvis, 
Stubbeman, Seamster, & 
Longacre,LLP 

Cathey & Rick Weatherl 
Robyn & Paul Wertheim 
Bernice & Bobbie Lee Wolfe 
Rebekah & Daryl Zeller 

SILVER STAR
Up to $149

David Adams *
Teresa Adkins *
Goldie Aldridge *
Pat & Ed Alford 
Heather Alkire *
Karen & Dan Allen 
Amy Allen *
Jane Allred *
Alisa Anderson *
Ashley Anderson *
Maryanne & Ernie 

Anderson 
Raquel Angleton *
Michelle & Frederick 

Aquino *
Guadalupe Arizpe *
Pat & Fred Armbruster 
Virgnia & Billy Armstrong 
Shannon Arnold *
Sharon Arnold *
Debra Arroyo *
Kenneth Austin *
 Austin Elementary  

School Teachers 
Mary L. Ayers *
Tracy Baggett *
Karen & David Ballard 
Sharlyn Bammel *
Teresa Barbee *
Cheryl Barber *
Cindy Barrera *
Margaret Basquette 
Mary & Roger Bauernfeind 
Joy Beckett *
Kay Bedingfield *
Melissa Bell *
Melissa Benoit *
Christine Benton 
Sarita Bermudez 
Paula & Russell Berry 
Donna Birdsong *
Cathy & Bobby Black 
Chris Blackmon *
Vicki & Tommy Blair *
Cindy & Ron Blevins *
April Bockenfeld *
Christine & Loren 

Bodendieck 
Christina Boland *
Debborah & Downing Bolls 
Rhonda & Leroy Bolt 
Jack Booe 
Kathy Booth *
Karen Bordner *
Rhonda Bouquet-Harris *
Patricia Boyd *

Tonya Boyd *
Cherry Branch *
Chris Brannan *
Rebecca & Jett Brannon *
Karan Breeden *
Lanaee Brooks *
Mary & James Brooks 
Martha Brown *
Debra Brown *
Leslie Brown *
Gail & Lynn Brown *
Julie Brown *
Marie Pauline Brown *
Hartley Brown *
Paul Brown *
Melanie & Kent Brown 
Brenda & Mark Brown *
Cindy S. Brown *
D’Nette & Tim Broyles 
Jamie & Less Bruce *
Denise Brunner *
Patti Bryan *
Terry Bull *
Donna Bullington *
Kathy & Frank Bunnell *
Vickie & Richard Burdine 
Pauline Burke *
Stephanie & Donald Burke 
Cheryl Burns *
Cherie & Heath Burns *
Carol Burson *
Kirsten & Danforth Bush *
Amanda Butt *
Angela Cabrera *
Misty Caddell *
Alan Caffey *
Alynn Cain 
Linda Calcote 
Julie Calk *
Lisa Camp *
Kelly Campbell *
Cindy & Douglas Campbell 
Elizabeth Ruth Cann *
Kelly & Paul Cannon 
Maria Alicia Cantu *
Nancy & Jay Capra 
Barbara Carneiro *
Tonya Carrigan *
Judee Carrillo *
Connie Sue Carroll *
Joanne B. Carson 
Stephanie Cary *
Jeff Caseltine *
Nancy & Bill Casey *
Becky Gentry Casey 
Brian Castleberry *
Christina Castro *
Ruth Ann Caudle 
Melissa Chabek *
Elaine Chapman-Reyes *
Rebecca Chatelain *
Marcy & Dan Choate *
Jana Churchill *
Nicole & Chris Churchill *
Angela Clark *
Canon Cleveland *
Martin Cobarruvias *

Sharon Cochran *
Betty & Mike Coffey *
Martha Cole *
Casey Collins *
Kristy Compton 
Janice Cook *
Lisa & Guy Cook 
John Cary Cooke 
Diane & Mike Cope *
Tracy Copeland *
Teri Corbett *
Christina Cortez *
Karen Cortinaz *
Tamra Cotton *
Melissa Couch *
Patty & Richard Cox 
Shay Cox *
Sondra Cox *
Michelle & Dan Cranor *
Cindy Crawford *
Addie & Walt Creason *
Carolyne Crenwelge *
Carol Lynn Crowley *
Kimhun Dam *
Sheri Daniell *
Cindy Darby 
Connie & Randy Darden *
Amy & Shane Davidson *
Nyla Davis *
Erin Davis *
Jan & David Davis *
Denise & Wes Davis *
Nikki Davis *
Rohonda & Larry Davis *
Jeanne Davis *
Linda Davis-Cargile *
Peggy & John Day *
Lesley Deaver *
Dana Decker *
Starla & Ruben  

DeLaGarza *
Gayla DeLaVega *
Veronica DelRosal *
Jeanine Dement *
Jill Dennis *
Shirley & Ronald Dennis *
Monica Diaz *
Lynn & Robert Dickey 
Amber Diersing *
Kellie Dixon *
Vickie Doan *
Toni & Tom Dolan *
Martha Donnell *
Jean & E.B. Dotson *
Donna & Chester 

Dougherty 
Jana Dowell 
Ashley & Andrew Driscoll 
Carol & Glenn Dromgoole 
Mr. & Mrs. R.A. Drum 
Gail Duck *
Scott Dueser 
B.J. Dulin 
Cindy Duncan *
Al Dunlap *
Carol Dupree 
Jean & Dan Eckert 

Cheryl Edgar *
Mary Elliott *
Beverly & Russell Ellison *
Tina & Billy Enriquez *
Lucille Ernst *
Jean Kay & Charles Erwin 
Tracy Espinoza *
June Estes 
Jacuetta Etheridge *
Christina Etter *
Patricia & Stephen Eurich *
Jackie & Chris Evatt *
Chris & Steve Faehnle 
Emily Fanning *
Kim & Richard Farmer *
Betsy Feemster *
Rebecca & Bret Fenn 
Cynthia Fischer *
Emily Folwell *
Kathy Ford *
Jeannie Forehand *
Kayla Fowler *
Charlotte Fox *
Sherry Frasier-Mendez *
Clay Freeman *
Linda & Allan Frizzell 
Kathy & Pat Fulgim *
Suzanne Fulkerson *
Donna Gangadeen *
LaQuiera Gantt *
Olga Gaona *
Maribel & Michael Garcia *
Concepcion Garcia *
Samuel Garcia 
Judy Garner *
Renee Garner *
Carla & Don Garrett *
Ruth Gaston *
Ronnie Gilbert *
Lacy Gilbreath *
Jeffrey Gilbreath *
Larry Gill 
Sharon Gilley *
Cathy Gillit *
Kathy & Marco Giron *
Jane Godard *
Gina & Greg Goettsch *
Cheryl Gomez *
Margaret Gonzales *
Mary Helen Gonzalez *
Laura & Rodney Goodman 
Linda Gordon *
Steve Gorham *
Marian & Mark Graham *
Terry Graham *
Linda & James Grant 
Sharon Gray *
William Greer 
Joan & Gail Gregg *
Julia Griffin *
Sandra & Robert Gripton *
Pam Groezinger *
Mark Grose *
Dinah Gutting *
Brittany Hahn *
Ronda Haire *
Melanie Hale *

Angel Haley *
Wanda Haley *
Franklynn & Dru Hall 
Terry & Chanc Hall *
Robert Hamil 
Angela Hamil-Willis *
Marsha Hammack *
Tiffany & Rick Hammer *
LaDonna & Jerry Hance *
Mary Haney *
Larry Haney *
Sandra & Michael  

Harbour *
William Hardin 
Patricia & Stephen 

Hardwick *
Jennifer Harmel 
Jordan Harrell *
Julie Harris *
Lana Harris *
Robyn & Richard Harrison *
Debbie & Jon Harrison *
Jean Harrison *
Kay & Travis Hartgraves 
Wiley Harvey *
Katie Hathorn *
Brenda & Loyd Hawthorne 
Cindy & Scott Hay *
Kathy & Raymond Haynes 
Tina & Billy Haywood *
 Head Start Staff Fund 
Becky Heatherly *
Heather Henderson *
Sharon Hendrix *
Jane Henson 
Hillary & Martin 

Hernandez *
Cathy Hernanez *
Hattie Herring 
Mary Herron *
Elaine Herweck *
Amy & Griffin Hess *
Jana Higgins *
Anita Hill *
Jackey Hill *
Nancy Miller Hill 
Deborah Hill *
Cathy Hillin *
Bret Hines *
Kathleen & Jeffrey Hocke *
Steve Hodges *
Heather Holcomb *
Laura Hollifield *
Debra Hollingsworth *
Dena Hollowell *
Marta Hollowell *
Debra & Steve Hopper *
Kathy Horner *
Amanda Hothan *
Cindy Hothan *
Mary Kay & Anthony Huff *
Caroline Huffines *
Shelly & James Hughes 
Stephanie Humble *
Joe Humphrey *
Tiffany Humphreys *
Patty & Charles Hundley 

Amanda Hunter *
Carla & William Hutchins *
Nancy Miller Huyck *
Brenda Inglis *
 Instructional Department 
 Instructional Techology 

Department 
Melissa Irby *
Marilyn Jacobs 
Lori Jaggars *
Glenda James *
Phillip James *
Lois & Dean Jameson 
Betty Janssen *
Judy & Ronnie Jeffreys *
Jo Ellen Jenkins *
Traci & Keith Jenkins *
Matilda Jimenez *
Mary K. Johnson 
Terrye Johnson *
Robin Jones *
Felicia Jones *
Shari & A.D. Jones *
Sharon Jones *
Rebecca & Daniel Jones 
Tina & Jimmie Jones *
Tammy Jones *
Yodit Jones *
Jennifer Jordan *
Christi Kahl *
Amy Kasberg *
Brandi & Andrew  

Kaufman *
Nita & Alvin Keesee *
Jamie Kelley *
Carol Miller Kelley 
Deborah Kemp *
Michelle Kessler *
Robin & Tim Kidd *
Martha Kiel 
Christi King *
Christopher King *
Carol King *
Mike Kinglow *
Paula Kinslow *
Kerri Kirby 
Nicole & Danny Kittley *
Carey Kitts *
Penny & Bubba 

Klostermann 
Joann Knox *
Beth Komorowski *
Suzanne Kunkel 
Jennifer LaBrie *
Cynthia & Andrew 

Ladyman *
Becky & Robert Laird 
Tanya & Mark Lamb *
Tiffany & Scott Lamb 
Belinda Lara *
Jeffrey Latham *
Lynn Lawhon 
Chasity Lawson *
Laine Lawson *
Kelly Layman *
Tracy Lee *
Kelci Lee *

Nina Leija *
Kay & Robert Lemen 
Robin LeMieux *
Jay & Lisa Lester *
Linda & Steve Letz *
Debra Letz *
Wilma Lewis *
Keith Lightfoot 
Johnny Lindsey *
Valeri Littrell *
Sheri Lloyd *
Kay Loftin *
Tiffany Loftin *
Dina Longmire *
Darla Lorenz *
Deborah Louder *
Pat & Okey Lucas 
Alicia Luna *
Jordan & Brody Maegden 
Martha Magee *
Connie Mangin 
Charlotte Marion *
Kimberly Marr *
Stacia Martin *
Amanda Martin *
John Martinez *
Chandra Mathis *
Natalie May *
Ashley & Bryan Mayer 
Ann Shelley Mayhall *
Kellie McAden *
Renee & Jon McAden *
Kelly McCarty 
Melinda McCarty *
Jill McClellan *
James McClure *
Veronica McCollum *
Janet McCowen *
Kayla McCoy *
Christen McCullough *
Lisa & David McFall *
Angela McFarland *
James McGee *
Susan & Russell McKeever 
Debbie McKelvey *
Nancy Miller McKinley *
Stephanie McKnight *
Joy McKnight *
Jennifer & Mitch McLean *
Susan & Scott McLean *
Barbara & John McLeod 
Jennifer & Scott McMillan *
Joyce McMillan *
Julie & David McNally *
Sharon McPherson *
Vickie & Kenneth  

McQueen *
Patricia & Edward McRoy *
Emily & Allen Meador *
Mary Meadows 
Betty Medrano *
Jo Metcalf 
Lisa Metcalf 
Catherine Meyer *
Rebecca Miculka *
Tanya & James Miles 
Debbi & Michael Miller *

Lisa & Alfred Miller *
Dana Miller *
Elaine & David Miller 
Jim Ed Miller 
Leslie Mills *
Lindsey Minter *
Jamie Mollet *
Jill Monroe *
Nathan Monroe *
Angie Monroe *
Stephanie Moon *
Debi Moore *
Casey Adrian Moore 
G. Lee Moore 
Yolanda Morales *
Cathy & Phil Morehead 
Betty Moreland *
Donna Moreno *
Jana Moreno 
Wendy Morgan *
Judy Moropaulos *
Karla & David Morris *
Dixie & Randy Morris 
Mindy Morris *
Kathryn Morrison 
Shana & Anthony Morrow *
Evelyn Moser *
Betsy Mosley *
Janie & Jeremiah Munoz *
Karen Murphy *
Suzanne & Rodney  

Murphy *
Walter Muzaurieta *
Cara Naizer *
Crystal Najera 
Jan Naredo *
Iris & Doyle Nash 
Maggie Neal *
Belinda Nease *
Tara Nelson *
Kristi Newton *
Myra G. & Kermitt Newton 
Cheryl Niblo *
Rita Nicely *
Immaculee Nikuze *
Darlene Norwood *
Lea Noworatzky *
Jana Oates *
April O’Bosky *
Wes O’Dell *
Kathy & Marco Olney *
Paula Olson *
Carla Olson *
Maria Ortega *
Kimberly Osborne *
Trina Ostlien *
Lindsey Owen *
Rene Owens *
Trudie & Joseph Pabst 
Amy Packer *
Cindy Packwood *
Pam Paddock *
Cara Parker *
Jamie Parker *
Susan & J.R. Pate *
Patsy Patty *
Ted Paup 

Brenda Payne *
Susan & W.E. Payton *
Dana Pearson *
Felipa Pequeno *
Linda & Charles Perkins 
Linda & David Perkins *
Susan Perry *
Sharon Phelps *
Tina & Shad Phillps *
Mary Pieper-Marshall *
Yolanda Pineda-Gabehart *
Angela Pinson *
Kay & Foy Pinson *
J.C. Pittman *
Penny Pittman *
Mary & Jim Pizzorno 
Jo & Bob Plemons *
Betty Poorman *
Pamela Porter *
Judy Powell *
Linda Priest *
Steven Pritchett *
Diana Prock *
Janet Proffitt *
Elizabeth Pruitt *
Huay Min & Hwang  

Wen Pu 
Irma Puente *
Jan Purcell *
 Purchasing/Warehouse 

Department 
Jenny Putnam *
Karen & Bob Raborn *
Greg Rake *
Martha Ramirez *
Nancy & Joe Ramos *
Rebecca Rampy *
Nancy & Joe Rangel *
Mary Ellen Ranjel *
Caroline & Paul Rankin 
Kelle Ratcliff 
Jan Rausch *
Kimberly Ray *
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Reaugh 
Lynette Record *
Teri & Andy Reece *
Jill Reed *
Shelly Reed *
Coleta Reed 
Katelyn Reed *
Jody & Jim Reese *
Gretchen Reicheneker *
Josie & Stephen  

Rektenwald *
Lorrie Renfro *
Becky & Jack Rentz 
Nancy & B.L. Rhodes *
Karen Richard *
Kristen & Alan Riches *
Michael Richins *
Candace Riddle *
Lisa Riddle *
Richard Riddle *
Jan Ripley *
Claudia Ritchey *
Crissandra Roberts *
Leslye Roberts *

* Denotes donations also made through Payroll Deduction Campaign
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Conni Robinett *
Thelma Robinson *
Paige & Matt Robinson *
Ashley Rodriguez *
America Rodriguez *
Marie Rodriguez 
Karen Rose 
Kim Rowlands *
Nikki Roy *
Ashley & Darrell Roy *
Booker Roy *
Catherine & Gabriel Ruiz *
Ellen Rutledge *
Nancy Ryan *
Shawna Sampson *
Holly Samuels *
Larry Sanders *
Caroline & Paul  

Sanderson *
Kristi Schmidt *
Karen Schubert *
Robyn Scott *
Dorothy Scraggs *
Michelle & Scott Senter 
Maria Serrano *
Amanda Seymour *
Danetta Shelburne *
Valara Sherman *
Judy Siburt
Julia Siewert *
Kari Simpson *
Alison Sims *
Gwen & Gary Sitton 
Gloria Lantzy & Jim Skinner 
Allison Smith *
Dianne Smith *
Darla Smith *
M. or R. Smith *
Rachel Smith *
Cyndi Smith *
Tonya Smith *
Dee & Brad Smith *
Marcia Smith *
Joyce & Dale Smith *
Anthony Smith *
Edilyn Smith *
Karen Smith *
Melinda Smith *
Randy Smith *
Janet Smith *
David S. Smith *
Sherla Smith *
Sue & Gary Smith 
Patricia Snow *
Suzanne Southerland *
Karen & Kris Southward *
Lorry Spears *
Dawn Spruill *
Rolanda Starr *
Libby & Martin Starr 
Janille Stephens *
Glenda Stephens *
Michelle Stevens *
Nikima Stewart *
Marsha Stewart *
Connie & Billy Stone *
Willie Juanita Stovall *
Karen Stover *
Marvin Stringfellow *
Robin Sturtevant *
Tonya Sutton *
Danielle Sutton *
Judy Taillon *
Rebecca Talk *
Beverly & Dick Tarpley 
Cynthia Tatsch *
Joy Taylor *
Kristen Taylor *
Venita & Ron Teal *

Testing/Curriculum Office 
Judy Thomas 
Sue & Mike Thomesen 
Kelly Thompson 
Donna Thompson *
Marissa Thompson 
Marilyn Thomson 
Tommy Thornley *
Evelyn & Todd Tilbrook 
Jamie & David Tindall *
Wilma Tolentino *
Misty Tom *
Debra Tomaras *
Allison Trewern *
Jamie Truitt *
Karen & Lloyd Turner 
John Tyson *
Ngozika Ughanze *
Angela Valentine *
Micaela Vallanueva *
Lori & Gary VanHouton 
Mary Vermillon *
Crystal Victor *
Laura Vinson *
Judy Visockis *
Courtney Vletas 
Tasha & Katherine  

Volirakis *
Janet Voss *
Paula Waddle *
Donna Wadlington *
Lora & Wayne Walker *
Patti & Richard Walker *
Billie Walker *
Meredith Ware *
Shellie & John Warren *
Elizabeth Washington *
Paul Washinsky *
Traci Wasmer *
Rose Mary Watlington *
Sadie Weaver *
Katie & Bill Weaver 
Laurie Webb *
Sarah & Dwain Weisent 
Janice Wadlington Weiss *
Kevin Wellborn *
Toni Wellhausen *
Sharon West *
Denise West *
Debra Westbrook *
Todd Whisenhunt *
Louise Whitaker 
Michael White *
Sarah Whitt *
Melinda Wilcox *
Crystal Wiley *
Bayley Williams *
Gaye Lynn Williams *
Ashley Williams *
Melinda Williams *
Gloria & George Williford 
Bonnie Willingham *
Melinda Willis *
Geraldine Wills *
Zan & Ty Wilson *
Carolyn Wilson *
Michelle Wilson *
Vicki Wilson *
Louwanna & Brent  

Winland *
Joyce & Robert Wommack *
Suzanne Woodall *
Teresa Woodard *
Rhonda & John Wright 
Susie & Brett Wright *
Tina & Jay Wyatt *
Alice & Cecil Yarbrough 
Jennifer Yates *
Martha Ybarra *

Pam Yeaman *
Christy Young *
Patricia Young *
Pamela & Gary Yungblut 
Ramon Zamora *

IN KIND
Aarons
Abilene Crytal Ice, Inc.
AISD
Abilene Reporter-News
Bogies
Bud Darby
HEB
Nationwide Products
P-16 Council of Region 14
Dr. David Polnick
Primetime
Whitten Inn

ALUMNI 
SCHOLORSHIP 
DONORS
Cathy Brown Bedford
Mrs. Terry Edwards Bowen
Tracy & David Chapman
Angela Clark **
Mary & John Cooke **
Sondra Cox **
Kathy & Royce Curtis
Jill Dennis **
Jacquetta Etheridge **
Charlotte Fox **
Betty J. Gregory Fulcher
Dr. Jack & Sue Giddings
Gina & Greg Goettsch **
Rodney and Laura 

Goodman **
James Harold
Sharon Hendrix **
Horn-Barlow Companies
Amanda Hunter **
Jay and Lisa Lester **
Johnny Lindsey **
Tony Martinez
Debbie McKelvey **
Jill Monroe **
Cara Naizer **
Clarice Cole Peake 
Kay & Foy Pinson **
Judy Powell **
Irma Puente **
Nancy Ryan **
Kristi Schmidt **
Dana Ogle Stowell
Jamie Truitt **
Rose Mary Watlington **
Crystal Wiley **
Geraldine Wills **
Vicki Wilson **
Teresa Woodard **
Sharon Wright
Martha Ybarra **

ABILENE 
HIGH SCHOOL
Class of 1940
Bobbie Anderson Gee -  

In memory of Louis 
Stark Gee

Class of 1942
Bobbie Anderson Gee

Class of 1948
Margie & David  

Whatley Guin

Scott Smith
Betty & Charles Weeth

Memorial for  
Doris Moser
Ruth Ann Caudle **
Mr. & Mrs. R. A. Drum **
William H. Greer **
Suzanne Kunkel **
Keith Lightfoot **
Kathryn G. Morrison **
Huay Min &  

Hwant W. Pu **
Beverly & Dick Tarpley **

Class of 1953
Don Drennan

Class of 1955
Steve Slaton - In memory of  

 Norma Slaton Lanford

Class of 1957
Betty Ross Beall
Barbara Brock
Penelope (Penny) Brooks –  

In honor of Merlyn  
Randall Beyer

Barbara Mauldin Chapo
John Cary Cooke, III - In 

memory of Ted Moore & 
Mr. Robert Fielder (AHS 
Band and Orchestra 
Director) **

Reginald Crump
Susan Edington –  

In honor of the Class of 
‘57 Reunion Planners

Betty Ruth Miller Giddens
Larry Martin – In memory 

of Kenneth Twomey and  
 Joe Rasco

Caroline Elecive Blair 
Mellott – In memory of 
Ernest Sublett (Drama 
Teacher)

Barbara Brown Miers
Sarah Walker Mulkey - In 

memory of Miss Sarah 
Hardy, Mrs. Juanita 
Haney, and in honor of 
Dr. & Mrs. Paul Stubbs **

Tammy Riggan – In 
memory of Pat Pool

Rosalee and Ken Schmidt –  
In honor of Rufus King

Jena and Paul Stubbs
Ruth Amerette Vonderhott 

– In memory of Dr. Ruth 
M. Voder Achers

Mike Young

Class of 1958
Charles B. Dedmon – In  

 memory of Dr. Charles 
Craig

J. Rodney & Fayne 
Lawrence – In memory 
of Dr. Charles Craig

Settlepou – In memory of  
 Dr. Charles Craig

Bill & Katie Weaver  
Charitable Trust  
– In memory of Dr. 
Charles Craig

Bracken & Joanna  
Kolle – In memory of  
Dr. Charles Craig

Scott Smith – In memory 
of Dr. Charles Craig 
Marilyn and  
Spud Aldridge

Beverly and Fred Barron
Harriet Jones Bass
Louis Ledford Bowling
Ann and Robert Busby
Donald Campbell
Gay E. and Kenneth A. 

Cook
Dr. Charles Craig
Linda Dehlinger
Katheryne and Bill 

Dehlinger
Terry Edwards
Linda and Kenneth Ellis
Kay and Roger Evans
Jane Hodnett Fisher
Christie and Gerald 

Galbraith
Dr. Jack and Sue Giddings
Bunny Hampton
Gerald Horn
Pansy Jo Johnson
Joy L. Jordan
Jerry Don Landers
Linda and James  

Harold Landrum
Jim Lane
Eugene Lang
Dale Lollar
Ron Luckie
Charles E. Miller
Patsy Kinnard Moore
Cecilia Vick Mortimer
Joyce Mundy
Dorothy and Ray Mussatto
George Nichols – In 

memory of Jerry Paul 
Dehlinger, William  
(Bill) Sides, BeeAnn 
(Gilcrest) Childers, 
Chuck Moser, and  
B.L. (Blackie) Blackburn

Voncille Norris
Charles Norton
Clarice Cole Peake
Earlyne Reagan
Debbie and Steve Senter
Steve Slaton – In memory 

of Ann Slaton Blackley
Donna and Ted Smothers
Nancy Caffey Smythe
J. Charles Steinman
Stowell Dana Ogle
Sherry Pebworth Tyra
Ruth Ann Wheeler
Sue and Charles White
Judy Jones Wilson
Linda Yater

Class of 1959
AHS Class of 1959  

Reunion Acct

Class of 1960
Nita and Steve Slaton 

Class of 1993
Anonymous **

Class of 1995
Jennifer Jordan **

Class of 1996
Christine Curtis-Carr **

Class of 2001
Amanda Hothan **

COOPER 
HIGH SCHOOL
Class of 1964
Rodney C. Ewing

Class of 1967
Barbara Gee Gandy

Class of 1969
Cathy Clay
Mary Armstrong Gee
Robert S. Gee
Martha Weatherby
Class Reunion Cooper High  

School – In memory 
of Rudene Dunn, Mary 
Ellen Howell, Kay Cross, 
Randy Eaton, and Linda 
Landers

Class of 1978
Jane Anne Batjer
Cathy Bedford
Janet Estes Garrison
Shelly & James Hughes 
Melody Martin
Robin and Robert Rice
Rose Roberts

Class of 1979
HS Class of 1979 Reunion

* Denotes donations also made through Payroll Deduction Campaign
** Denotes 2012 donations for Alumni Scholarships

M E M O R I A L S  A N D  H O N O R A R I U M S
P R O V I D E  S T R E N G T H  F O R  A E F  P R O G R A M S

END OW M E N T  FU ND S

Mary Ann Polnick was a 
lifetime educator teaching her 
first three years in Lutheran 
parochial school, one year with 
Lubbock ISD, and 31 years in 
the Abilene Independent School 
District. She was married to 
Dr. David Polnick for 38 years 
and both of their children, 
Benjie and Julie, graduated 
from AISD. Mary Ann passed 
away on February 3, 2012.

My wife, Mary Ann 
Polnick, believed in Faith, 
Family, and Friends and AEF 

is an organization that fosters these three concepts by supporting the 
teachers and children of AISD. Mary Ann believed with her whole 
heart that every child can learn and everyone in AISD, from a teacher 
aide, bus driver, cafeteria worker, teacher, principal, and even the 
superintendent should never forget that we are here for the children. 
Her passion for faith, family, and friends along with her love for 
education was very evident.

In the 1990’s, Phil Morehead, a former AISD school board 
member and a local attorney, had an idea that AISD should have  
its own foundation. He presented his ideas to the administration  
and the School Board and planted the seed for the formation of  
our foundation. 

When I became superintendent in 2003, school finance was a 
major issue. The distribution of funds was not equitable and AISD was 
at the bottom of funding with no way to increase revenue. Although 
AEF had only been in existence for a couple of years, their potential 
for financial assistance to AISD was very evident and it was obvious 
to me that the foundation needed to grow. The Abilene Education 
Foundation was a ray of sunshine in our dreary state funding system. 
One of their first projects was teacher grants and AEF was on  
their way. 

When Mary Ann became ill and I was thinking of ways to honor 
her life as an educator, memorials to AEF for teacher grants was a no-
brainer. I want to say a special thank you to the friends and co-workers 
of Mary Ann who gave in excess of $10,000 to honor her life. 

I encourage everyone to consider memorials to AEF as a way to 
honor a loved one who has departed this earth. What a wonderful way 
to honor the life of anyone who has been involved with the children of 
AISD. After our Faith, our children are our most valuable resource. 

Dr. David Polnick

 Dr. David Polnick was an educator for 38 years with 32 years 
in AISD. With AISD, he was a teacher, principal, central office 
administrator, and his last seven years was the Superintendent of 
AISD. The Board of AEF honored him by making him their first board 
member emeritus.

In 2005, Julia Jones Matthews established an endowment 
benefiting Abilene Education Foundation at Community Foundation 
of Abilene. The corpus of that endowment is owned and managed  
by Community Foundation. Interest earned helps with AEF’s 
operational expenses. JJM: $519,138

Abilene Education Foundation has established a second 
endowment fund also managed by the Community Foundation 
of Abilene. This endowment, initially established with generous 
contributions from Lee and Ruth Caldwell, continues to grow and 
support AEF programs. AEF Endowment: $37,699

In 2009, former Abilene High School and Cooper High School 
alumni helped to establish the groundwork for two additional 
endowments to provide scholarships for AHS and CHS graduates. 
Abilene Education Foundation is working with alumni and AEF 

donors to grow these endowments so that scholarships can be 
awarded every year to Cooper and Abilene High graduates. AHS 
Alumni Endowment: $24,631 and CHS Alumni Endowment: $23,914

A new AEF endowment with gifts from an anonymous donor 
to provide annual scholarship grants has been established. AEF 
Unnamed Endowment: $26,764 

With the donation of 3,000 shares of ExxonMobile stock from  
Mr. Edwin Jennings, Jr., a permanent endowment held at the 
Community Foundation of Abilene has been established  
to honor teachers making a difference in the lives of students in 
Abilene ISD. This endowment will allow AEF to continue these  
awards yearly for generations to come as part of TLC – Teacher in 
Limelight Celebration. TLC: $289,958



FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT US AT:
Abilene Education Foundation

P.O. Box 1999
One AISD Center

Abilene, Texas 79604

JEAN MCMILLON, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Phone: (325) 677-1444 ext. 5577

Email: jean.mcmillon@abileneisd.org

AEF is a 501(c)3 organization. 
Contributions are tax-deductible.

VISIT US AT: 
www.aaeeff.org

Publication of this Annual Report has been 
made possible by several generous donor grants.


