
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Supporting Teachers through Academic Resources 
 

2013-2014 School Year 
 

Abilene Education Foundation 
 
 
 
                            

 

                                                            
 

 
 

          



 
 

Timeline for STAR Grants 
 
 
 

May 6, 2013  Announcement of STAR Grant 
applications available on the AISD 
website 
 
 

May 14, 2013 Grant Writing suggestions found 
online www.aaeeff.org  
 
 

August 23, 2013 Applications due to Abilene 
  Education Foundation 
 
 
September 9, 2013 Judging Event  
 
 
September 19, 2013 STAR Grant Winners are notified 

of their selection / Prize Parade 
 
 
October 14, 2013 Teacher Reception 
  Announcement of STAR Grant 

winners at AISD Board Meeting 
 
 
October 2013 – May 2014 Implementation and showcasing 

of STAR Grants 
 
 
June 30, 2014 Evaluations, receipts, and unspent 

funds due to Abilene Education 
Foundation 

 

http://www.aaeeff.org/
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Tips for Submitting Successful Grant Applications 

 
1. Grant applications (pages 2-4) must be completed and six copies mailed 

OR delivered by the August 23, 2013, deadline. Incomplete or late 
applications will not be accepted. Applications must include signatures 
from the appropriate campus principal(s).  

 
2. Carefully review the AEF STAR Grant Guidelines and Application.  

Proofread the completed grant application carefully. 
      

3. Proposals submitted in a grant application should demonstrate creativity 
and innovation in educational programming and may include classroom 
supplies, manipulatives and equipment, and/or field trips, but not food. 

       
4. Be concise.  Information presented in the grant application should be 

clear and to the point. Attaching supporting documentation to the 
application is not necessary. 

 
5. Define all acronyms used within the grant application. 

 
6. Typed applications are preferred. Handwritten applications will be 

accepted but are more difficult to read and reproduce. 
 

7. Obtain current price quotes for all items listed on the grant application 
budget page by using a new vendor catalog, visiting the vendor’s 
website, or by contacting the vendor directly.  Include current shipping 
costs as a part of your grant application budget. Do not include tax as all 
purchases are tax exempt. 

 
8. Requests for building improvements are considered to fall within the 

district’s funding area and should not be included in a grant proposal.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
If you have specific questions regarding your grant 

application, please email: 
 

Jean McMillon - Executive Director - AEF  
jean.mcmillon@abileneisd.org 

         



STAR Grant Guidelines 
 

General Information 
 
 
 

Purpose:  The Abilene Education Foundation (AEF) created STAR Grants to provide funding for creative 
and innovative instructional programs or projects designed to benefit Abilene ISD students.  The Abilene 
Education Foundation (AEF) is a non-profit 501(c)(3) public charity created to promote and enhance 
excellence in education for the Abilene Independent School District 
 

Eligibility:  Applications will be accepted from individual teachers or teams of teachers employed by 
Abilene ISD.  Proposals submitted in a grant application should demonstrate creativity and innovation in 
educational programming and may include classroom supplies, manipulatives and equipment and/or field 
trips.  
 
Originality:  Applications should be the original products of the teachers whose names appear on the 
form. Identical applications are strongly discouraged. 
 

Grant Awards of up to $1,000 will be awarded to individual or team programs or projects.  The number of 
awards will depend on funds available from the Abilene Education Foundation.  The total amount of grant 
funds available for the 2013 – 2014 school year is approximately $50,000.  
 

Applications are available through the AISD website at www.abileneisd.org, under the heading ‘News’ on the 
home page.  Applications may also be accessed on the AEF home page at www.aaeeff.org  under the Teacher 
Grants & Awards Link. If you access the application on line, you can type on the form and print it out for 
submission. Please print 6 copies. 
 

Selection Process 
 

Applications will be reviewed and scored by community volunteers and others as determined by the AEF 
Board of Directors at the Abilene Education Foundation STAR Grants Judging Event held at One AISD 
Center. 
 

Recommended applications will be presented to the Executive Committee of the Abilene Education 
Foundation Board of Directors for review and formal approval. 
 

The STAR Teacher Grant Committee will notify winners in the fall of 2013, and the grant will be funded. 
 

Responsibilities of Grant Recipients 
 

Grant recipient(s) will use grant award for the purposes specified in the grant application. 
 

Any materials or equipment purchased with the grant funds become the property of the Abilene 
Independent School District. 
 

Grant recipients(s) will turn in all receipts and unused funds, along with a brief one page final STAR Grants 
Evaluation (form provided) no later than June 30, 2014, which may be shared with other campuses, District 
teachers and administrators.  
 
 

COMPLETED APPLICATIONS (ALL 3 PAGES) MUST BE:         Preferably typed in Word Document 
                 (Print and submit 6 copies) 
 
POSTMARKED BY AUGUST 23, 2013, AND MAILED TO: AEF STAR GRANT COMMITTEE 
         P.O. Box 1999 
         Abilene, TX  79604 
 

OR 
 

DELIVERED BY 4:30 P.M. ON AUGUST 23, 2013, TO:               WELCOME DESK at ONE AISD CENTER 
 

http://www.abileneisd.org/
http://www.aaeeff.org/


 
 

  

     

 
        Abilene Education Foundation 
                    STAR Grants 

 
 

The Mary Ann Polnick Grant and 21
st

 Century Learning 
 

Two grants will be awarded in memory of Mary Ann Polnick.  Teachers may apply for one of her 
grants by checking the box on the front page if your proposal meets the criteria listed below.  If 
you check the box and you do not receive one the Mary Ann Polnick grants, your proposal will 
still be considered for funding by the foundation.   
 
These two grants will be awarded to teachers to enhance the learning of their students with the 
use of commonplace technology that some of our students use on a daily basis such as laptops, 
iPods, iPhones, iPads, and the like.  The purpose of these grants will be to assist students in the 
learning process by teaching them how to use their technology to a higher level while 
incorporating 21st century skills.  The term "21st-century skills" is generally used to refer to certain 
core competencies such as collaboration, digital literacy, critical thinking, and problem solving.   
 
21st century skills learned through the curriculum, which is interdisciplinary, integrated, project 
and problem-based, inquiry based, and more are learned within a project-based curriculum by 
utilizing the seven survival skills.   

1. Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 
2. Collaboration across Networks and Leading by Influence 
3. Agility and Adaptability 
4. Initiative and Entrepreneurialism 
5. Effective Oral and Written Communication 
6. Accessing and Analyzing Information 
7. Curiosity and Imagination 

 
In short, these grants will be awarded to teachers who have an idea on how to use student’s 
personal technology in a manner that enhances their learning or to teachers who are willing to 
experiment with this model of teaching.  The grant money may be used for hardware, software, or 
any other item(s) that will assist the teacher to accomplish these objectives with their students.  
21st Century Learning will prepare students for their future rather than our past. 
 
 

 
Mary Ann Polnick was a lifetime educator teaching her first three years in Lutheran parochial school, one 

year with Lubbock ISD, and 31 years in the Abilene Independent School District.  She was married to 

retired AISD Superintendent Dr. David Polnick for 38 years and both of their children, Benjie and Julie, 

graduated from AISD.  Mary Ann passed away on February 3, 2012. 
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                        Abilene Education 
                            Foundation 

                                 STAR Grant Application 
                              

Date Submitted: 
 

 
    Meets Mary Ann Polnick 

 21st Century Learning  
Grant Requirements 

For Foundation Use Only           Grant Application Number: 

Name of Applicants 
(Checks made payable to first name listed.) 

Campus Room Number 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

Total Amount of Funding Requested $ 
Requests should not exceed $1,000. 

School(s): 

Grade(s): 

Subjects(s): 

 
Applicant Signature(s):                                              _______________________________       
 
________________________________                     _______________________________ 
 
________________________________                     _______________________________ 
 
________________________________                     _______________________________ 
 
________________________________                     _______________________________                            

 
Principal Signature:  Each applicant’s campus principal must sign the grant application.  An additional page may be added, if 

necessary, to include all signatures. An additional page may be added, if necessary, to include all signatures. 

 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Completed applications must be received no later than 4:30 p.m. 
August 23, 2013, in the office of Abilene Education Foundation.  
Applications must be delivered or postmarked by this due date. 

 

 



 
 

 

Abilene Education Foundation 
 

STAR Grant Application 
 

GRANT #___________(For Foundation Use Only) 
 
GRANT TITLE: 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Summary:  (Write a short, one-paragraph summary of your grant proposal.  Please  (30 pts.) 
include a  brief description of the project, the number of students who will benefit 
from the project, how your project reflects creativity or innovation, and the project’s 
intended outcome.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Purpose:  (What do you want to achieve?  How will your project benefit your students?) (30 pts.) 
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Abilene Education 
Foundation 

STAR Grant Application 
 
 

 
GRANT #___________(For Foundation Use Only) 
 
GRANT TITLE: 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Rationale:  (Importance and relevance to Campus TAKS Action Plan, Campus  (20 pts.) 
Improvement Plan, or other campus goals) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Evaluation procedures:  (How will you measure the success of this project?) (20 pts.) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 (Total 100 pts.) 
 

Grant Application Budget Information 

 
Budget information should be obtained from current vendor catalogs or through price quotes. You 
may use the vendor of your choice. Monies may be donated back to AISD if district discounts from 
approved vendors are applicable and items are ordered through the district process. Please include 
costs for shipping and handling. Do not include sales tax, as all purchases are tax exempt. 

 

Vendor Item Description 
Item    

Cost, $ 
Quantity 

Item 
Cost X 

Quantity 

Shipping 
& 

Handling 
Charges 

Total Cost 

              

              

              

              

              

              

     Total Cost   
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     Abilene Education Foundation 
STAR Grant Evaluation 

Due June 30, 2014  
 
 

 
Name: ___________________________ 
 
School: __________________________ 
 
Grant Amount: ____________________ 
           (Please attach all receipts) 
 

1. Briefly outline your evaluation process and evidence of the success of your project. (If you have used a 
measurable tool to evaluate objectives in this grant, please include the data.) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Other teachers may want to duplicate your project.  What changes would you recommend to others to 
improve the proposal? 

 

 
 
 
 
 

3. What was the greatest benefit to your students in the classroom from the STAR Grant? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
4. What suggestions do you have to improve the STAR Grant process? 

 

 
 
 
 
Please attach no more than two pages to this evaluation.  Any pictures would be appreciated, but not returned (digital pictures are best submitted 
on a CD). Evaluations are due in the office of the Abilene Education Foundation no later than June 30, 2014. 

 

 
 

 
 
 


