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The Abilene Education Foundation is a 
non-profit 501 (C)3 community organization 

created to promote and enhance excellence in 
education for the students and teachers of the 
Abilene Independent School District through 

enrichment of its programs.
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WHY I CHOOSE AEF & AISD
Message from Tiffany Lamb, Board President

The Abilene Education Foundation solely exists to support the students and 
teachers of AISD. This mission is important to me because I have a long 
history with AISD. I am a graduate of Cooper High School, and my journey 
continues with my two children: Carlee at Abilene High and Nic at Mann 
Middle School. AISD is a district full of teachers, custodians, cafeteria workers, 
principals, and other administrators who truly care about our kids. I have seen 
it firsthand, beginning in the early days of my children’s education at Austin 
Elementary, when my kids were welcomed in with smiles from everyone on 
campus. My husband Scott and I are grateful at how willing AISD is to go 
above and beyond to provide the best education for our children, and the 
thousands of other kids also in their care. At AEF we work tirelessly to raise 
funds to help AISD teachers do more – more hands-on learning projects, field 
trips, additional library books, and science kits just to name a few. My kids 
have benefitted from the rigor of AISD programming, the additional support 
provided by AEF, engaging classes with teachers whose true calling in life is 
to help educate our youth, and the rich cultural diversity of our district. AISD is 
helping to prepare our children to succeed and thrive in the world.

Not everyone in Abilene can boast about these facts. This is one reason I give my time, resources, and energy to AEF. 
At the Abilene Education Foundation we help elevate our teachers and our students learning experience by providing 
additional support that falls outside the school district budget – this is because of you, our generous supporters.

Our COOL program counselors help first generation students attend college. Our Young Masters Juried Art Exhibition 
celebrates our young artists. Teachers in the Limelight (TLC) celebrates the hard work of our teachers. We hope you 
enjoy reading more about our programs in our report to you. If you have any questions, please reach out to our Executive 
Director, Christine Curtis-Carr.

When education is top notch, it makes our community stronger, our economy stronger, and Abilene an even better place 
to live. AEF is dedicated to helping make AISD the best place possible in which to work and learn. 

I am proud to be a part of the Abilene Education Foundation.

Tiffany Lamb, President
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STAR GRANTS
Supporting Teachers through STAR Grants

“ Student’s loved being able to point out sight words using the 
plastic alphabet letters and gained such a sense of pride being 
able to read on their own. They even had opportunities to read 
to their parents at parent night and when they took the books 
home overnight! Each student finds an interesting book to read, 
shares with their classmates, and recommends books to others—
like a little book club.

— Allison Hefner, 1st Grade Teacher, Ward Elementary ”
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THE PRIZE PARADE
Imagine you’re a teacher and you’re at work. It’s a 

typical Tuesday. You’re working your magic, moving 

the lesson along, and helping students that need just 

a little bit of extra attention. All of a sudden, the door 

opens, an airhorn sounds, and a group of people walk 

into your classroom cheering wildly with loud 

applause to present you and your student’s 

with a giant check. 

It’s the AEF Prize 

Parade and they’re 

here to announce 

that you’ve won a 

STAR Grant. All your 

students grin as the 

photographer snaps 

a picture of you and 

your class with the 

award. And then the 

Prize Parade is off. They’ve got a busy day, 

with 72 classrooms to visit and $55,000 to deliver.

SUPPORTING TEACHERS
Everyone recognizes that being a teacher is hard 

work, but what if there was an easy way to make the 

job just a little easier and more rewarding? AEF STAR 

Grants support unique curriculum and enrichment 

opportunities that teachers envision but lack the 

funds to implement. STAR stands for Supporting 

Teaching with Academic Resources and that’s exactly 

what it does. It helps the biology teacher create a 

photography club through the purchase of cameras. 

It helps the 3rd grade teacher plant a garden to the 

benefit of the whole school. It buys technology for the 

history teacher with an amazing idea for a project, if 

only his students had the tools they need. Through 

a competitive selection process, STAR Grants are 

awarded for teachers with innovative ideas that 

benefit the greatest number of students and support 

a positive school culture.

STAR GRANT FUNDING
The 2018 STAR Teacher Grants were funded 

primarily through the AISD payroll deduction 

donation campaign, retired AISD teachers, 

matching funds from Kaye Price 

Hawkins/Priceless-Literacy and 

the Greathouse Foundation, 

a few special grants in 

memory of long time teacher 

Mary Ann Polnick sponsored by 

retired superintendent Dr. David Polnick 

and his daughter Julie, and several individual 

donors.

AWARD: $55,000

“Thank 
you so 

much for the money 
we used to construct 

our class library. One 
book I liked was Hilo. I 
read all five sequels.”

— John Chavez, 4th Grade 
Student, Thomas Elementary
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THE JUDY DUDLEY 
MEMORIAL GIFT GRANT
Giving Assistance to First Time Teachers

“ There are few words to adequately describe my thankfulness for 
the kindness and generosity you have shown with the new teacher 
gift. Thank you for being aware of what goes into making a new 
classroom and thank you for understanding. I will remember this 
incredible kind gift and will definitely pay it forward.

— Rebekah Porter, New AISD Teacher ”
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IT’S HARD THAT FIRST YEAR

You’ve aced the interview and landed your first job as 

a teacher. Now it’s time to set up your first classroom. 

Teacher’s spend an average of $479 per year of their 

own money in support of their students, according 

to a study by the National Center of Education 

Statistics1. If you’re setting up a classroom for the 

very first time, the need is often greater. A rug for 

kids to sit on, organizers to shuttle work to and from 

school for grading, decorations that make the space 

feel like a classroom. It starts to add up. Worst of all, 

you’ve been hired but your first paycheck isn’t coming 

for another month!

THE GIFT GRANT

That’s where the GIFT Grant helps. GIFT stands for 

Giving to First-time Teachers, and the grant assists 

those entering the teaching profession. Last year, 

Vice President Mike Dudley awarded GIFT grants to 

57 first-time teachers at the district’s New Teacher 

Orientation in August of 2018. These grants help 

cover the cost of additional classroom materials, 

enhancing those provided by the school district. The 

GIFT program also encourages first-year teachers at 

one of the most challenging times of their careers 

and is a great way to welcome teachers to the district.

WHO WERE JUDY DUDLEY & 
MARTHA CARLSON?

Judy Dudley was a teacher at Fannin Elementary who 

understood the importance of creating an inviting 

1 Spiegelman, M. (2018). Public School Teacher Spending on 
Classroom Supplies. Data Point. NCES 2018-097. National Cen-
ter for Education Statistics.

classroom where children were excited to learn and 

felt safe. GIFT Grants are primarily funded by Mike 

Dudley, his mother Pat Dudley, and The Martha Scott 

Carlson Endowment Fund, held at the Community 

Foundation of Abilene, as well as several retired 

educators. Martha Scott Carlson, a retired teacher, 

provided the first donation to begin the GIFT Grant 

program.

“I support the Abilene Education Foundation because 

I still remember having to buy materials and supplies 

out of my pocket to start school each year.  AEF has 

become a vital support team for both the students and 

teachers.” — Billy Bob Neff, AISD 1962-2005

AWARD: $8,550

Judy Dudley

Martha Carlson
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AEF SCHOLARSHIPS
Helping Students Succeed

“ Thank you all for continuing to provide assistance to 
hardworking students like me, who just need a little help 
furthering their education. You are helping the future doctors, 
presidents, and soldiers, and that is incredible.

— Candace Foster-Johnson, 2018-19 scholarship recipient ”
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INCREASING COSTS AND 
THE IMPORTANCE OF 
SCHOLARSHIPS 

Why does AEF financially help students pursuing 
a higher education degree? Because we know our 
students simply cannot afford to skip their higher 
education. Those with a bachelor’s degree earn around 
$17,500 more per year than their peers with only a 
high school diploma, a group whose earning potential 
continues to fall.1 Whether a technical, associates, or 
bachelor’s degree, students with at least some form 
of higher education are “considerably more likely to 
be employed fifteen years after high school.”2 

We also recognize the cost of going to college has 
soared over the last few decades. Per US News and 
World Report3, average tuition and fees have risen 
154%  at private universities, 181% for out-of-state 
public universities, and 221% for in-state public 
universities over the last 20 years which is why 
financial education for families and students is also 
key to long-term success and an integral part of our 
college advising program.

AEF SCHOLARSHIPS HELP 
STUDENTS SUCCEED 

To help students reach their potential, complete their 
college education, and graduate with reduced debt, 
AEF awards a number of scholarships to deserving 
AISD students. In recent years, the number and 
quality of scholarship applicants has risen as AEF’s 

1 Taylor, P., Fry, R., & Oates, R. (2014). The rising cost of not 
going to college. Pew Research Center.
2 Giani, M. S., Attewell, P., & Walling, D. (2019). The Value of an 
Incomplete Degree: Heterogeneity in the Labor Market Benefits 
of College Non-Completion. The Journal of Higher Education, 
1-26.
3 Boyington, B., & Kerr, E.  (2017). 20 years of tuition growth at 
national universities. US News & World Report.

COOL program has worked with students to make 
them aware of scholarship opportunities. 

AEF scholarships are funded through a number 
of initiatives, including AEF’s annual fundraiser, 
endowment earnings, class alumni reunions, 
memorials and honorariums, individual donors, and 
AISD payroll deductions. AEF scholarships are also 
matched (with certain guidelines) by local colleges 
including Abilene Christian University, Cisco College, 
Hardin-Simmons University, and McMurry University. 
You give a dollar and AISD students get two!

SCHOLARSHIPS GALORE

AEF scholarships awarded in 2018-2019 include: AEF 
Scholarships, Royce Curtis Excellence in Education, 
AHS Alumni, Donor-Directed Scholarships, AHS Class 
of 1969, Coach John McCabe Memorial, Mike ‘D-Ring” 
Degering Memorial Scholarship, Rising Phoenix 
(ATEMS), Meta Alice Keith Bratten Foundation, Meta 
Alice Keith Bratten CTE Scholarship, Cougar Nation, 
CHS Alumni, Citizens Bank of Abilene, Johnny Ortega 
Jr. Memorial, AHS Employee Scholarship, and Young 
Masters Juried Art Exhibition.

AWARD: $52,450
(not including Young Masters)
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YOUNG MASTERS 
JURIED ART EXHIBITION
Now in Its Twelfth Year!

“ Thank you for another outstanding Young Masters ceremony 
and show. The impact that Young Masters has on our art students 
is tremendous. We are extremely blessed to have a generous 
organization such as AEF and so many community supporters.

— Jason Clements, AP Photography Teacher Abilene High School ”
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CELEBRATING ARTISTS

What happens when you take the talented artists in 
AISD and partner with the famous Grace Museum? 
You get the Young Masters Juried Art Exhibition, a 
unique scholarship and celebration of student artists. 
Every student in Advanced Placement Studio Art 
has the opportunity to submit one work of art 

per class to be considered for the exhibition.

HOW IT’S 
JUDGED

All submissions were 
reviewed by a selection 
committee of three local 
artists—Jack Maxwell, 
Tootsie Nichols, and 
Esme Glenn were 
jurors in 2018-19. 
This past year, AEF 
received 67 submissions and selected 42 pieces 
for the show. Those pieces were then judged by 
Patrick Gabriel, a professional artist from Fort Worth 
who chose a Best in Show, 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Place, 
Merit, and Honorable Mentions awards. Martha Kiel, 
retired AISD art teacher, also chose two winners for 
the coveted Kiel Merit Award.

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE

The exhibition is about more than just the art though. 
It also supports the artists themselves by enhancing 
the overall student experience. For many artists, it’s 
their first opportunity to be recognized by the public 
and to share their work with a broader audience. Each 
artist is also given a printed catalog and flash drive 
showcasing their work, providing tangible examples 

for the artist’s portfolio. Such experience is invaluable 
as students continue with their artistic passion and 
seek acceptance into prestigious art programs for 
higher education.

PARTNERSHIPS APLENTY

One of the best facets of the art exhibition is the 
partnerships it engenders with the community. 
This past year, the awards ceremony brought 

approximately 200 people together and 
included recognition from the mayor’s 

office. The exhibition and the 
scholarships granted offer 

a unique partnership, 
bringing together Abilene 

ISD Fine Arts Department, the 
Abilene Education Foundation, private 

foundations, the Grace Museum, and 
individual citizens and businesses from the 

Abilene community. One source of financial 
support comes from the Endowed Martha Kiel 
Scholarship Fund, in honor of a much-loved 

Abilene art teacher who dedicated her life to 
the arts in Abilene. The Young Masters program 

was also the recipient of a generous grant from the 
HeArts for the Arts program of the Abilene Cultural 
Affairs Council and the City of Abilene. Once the 
exhibition ends at the Grace Museum, the Abilene 
Teachers Federal Credit Union hosts the 2-D art for 
public display at their branch on Antilley Rd. through 
the end of May.

AWARD: $8,500

EXPENSES: $7,750
(not including in-kind)

“The 
purpose 

of art is washing 
the dust of daily life off 

our souls.”
— Pablo Picaso
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TLC - TEACHERS IN THE 
LIMELIGHT CELEBRATION
Celebrating Excellence in Teaching

“ Thank you so much for the great evening at the Teacher in the 
Limelight Celebration. What an honor and fun time it was 
eating a delicious meal and listening to the stories of district 
colleagues. I appreciate the gift and have already put it to 
use. Thanks for the outstanding year-round work you do to 
support our local district and teachers.

— Mark Graham, Taylor Elementary ”
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RECOGNIZING A JOB WELL 
DONE

How do you tell some of your best teachers how much 

they’re appreciated? The Teachers in the Limelight 

Celebration, or TLC for short, recognizes great 

teachers in three ways. First, it publicly affirms great 

teachers on each campus by nominating them for 

the award and displaying a giant poster spotlighting 

their selection as a TLC teacher. Second, each spring 

a formal awards dinner is hosted by AEF, and a video 

showcasing what makes these teachers so special is 

shown to the audience in attendance and eventually 

on AISD TV. Finally, a monetary award is given to all 

the nominees, with an additional award granted to 

an elementary, secondary, math and science finalist. 

Campus recognition, formal appreciation from the 

district, and a cash award for a job well done are all 

ways that the TLC award recognizes great teachers. 

In an effort to further recognize our outstanding 

teachers, Abilene ISD submitted the outstanding 

elementary and secondary teacher of the year’s 

names for the Texas Teacher of the Year competition, 

and both were selected as the Region 14 Teachers 

of the Year! Future Shapers was a new award 

funded by Uniqu3 Solutions. In an effort to reward 

an outstanding, but also up-and-coming teacher in 

AISD, the Future Shapers award strives to give a truly 

exceptional future shaper of our community a little 

more time away with the gift of travel!

TLC SUPPORTERS

The TLC Award Dinner is funded by financial donations 

from the Abilene Teachers Federal Credit Union and in-

kind support from Abilene ISD. The monetary awards 

to teachers are funded by an endowment established 

by Mr. Edwin Jennings Jr. in honor of his parents 

Edwin and Agnes Jennings Sr. The endowment was 

established by Mr. Jennings to recognize, celebrate, 

and award monetary gifts to outstanding teachers, 

especially those in the fields of math and science,  in 

the Abilene Independent School District.

2019 WINNERS — EDWIN & 
AGNES JENNINGS TEACHING 
EXCELLENCE AWARDS

TLC Elementary Teacher of the Year 
Molly Harless, Lee Elementary

TLC Secondary Teacher of the Year 
Kathy Ellison, Abilene High

TLC Science Teacher of the Year
Jessi Spitler, Cooper High

TLC Math Teacher of the Year
Allison Stanley, ATEMS

Future Shapers Award 
Nicole Flores, Ortiz Elementary

AWARD: $17,900
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COOL PROGRAM
College Offers Opportunities for Life

“ Words cannot explain how thankful I am for you. College was never 
something I thought was possible, but you walked me through the 
entire process, encouraged me even when I thought it was impossible, 
and relentlessly poured out love for your students. When I think about 
the kind of teacher I want to be, you are always someone who floods 
my thoughts. Thank you for being the person I needed. I would not 
be here—a college graduate about to have my very first classroom—
without you. Thank you. You have forever changed my life.

— Chelsey Medina (CHS Class of 2015), first-generation college graduate from Texas 
State University (2019), and about to begin her first assignment as a Special Ed Inclusion 
Teacher at Martin Middle School in Austin, TX. ”
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HELPING STUDENTS 
ACHIEVE THEIR DREAMS 

College graduates with a bachelor’s degree earn $2.8 

million dollars over their lifetime, 84% more than 

those with only a high school education1. But getting 

to college is tough! Filling out applications, navigating 

college admissions, and finding financial aid – it’s a 

lot to ask of a young person who’s not even done with 

high school, especially if he or she is the first in their 

family to go to college.

 

That’s why AEF has the COOL (College Offers 

Opportunities for Life) program, a unique and 

innovative approach helping students reach college 

and find success. The COOL program places four full-

time college advisors at Abilene ISD high schools to 

help students—especially those who are the first in 

their families to attend college—navigate the college 

admissions process and all that comes with it. 

COOL counselors help students find financial aid, fill 

out forms, tour campuses, and more. Imagine how 

encouraging it must be for students to know that 

someone is there to help answer their questions and 

provide advice as they prepare for college.

AND SO MUCH MORE 

COOL also conducts educational outreach about 

college to elementary and middle school students 

and tracks high school graduates through college 

graduation. The COOL program provides a number 

of additional services—too many to fit in this small 

space. To learn more about COOL and see the 

1 Carnevale, A. P., Cheah, B., & Rose, S. J. (2011). The College 
Pay Off.

difference it’s made in students’ lives, read the COOL 

Annual Report at www.aaeeff.org.

 

The COOL program is funded primarily by the Shelton 

Family Foundation and the Dian Graves Owen 

Foundation and is unique to the Abilene area, helping 

to close the post-secondary gap for high school 

graduates.

NEXTUNIVERSITY - NEW!

NextUniversity (NextU) is a career development 

program that empowers students to transition from 

high school into the local workforce through higher 

education and training. In fact, NEXTU focuses 

primarily on students who decide to pursue careers 

in fields such as welding, electrical, nursing, and 

aircraft maintenance. NEXTU will continue to assist 

students while they are still in high school through 

dual credit coursework, and after high school while 

they pursue higher education (from certificate 

programs to Associates degrees). NEXTU also gives 

students access to technical schools by providing 

them with workforce development dollars, which 

work as scholarships provided by the Development 

Corporation of Abilene (DCOA) and one-on-one 

mentoring from the Workforce Development Coach. 

NEXTU is primarily funded by the DCOA, Abilene 

Industrial Foundation (AIF), and AISD with in-kind and 

supplementary support from AEF.

COOL EXPENSES: $278,000

NEXTU EXPENSES: $32,700
(Does not include student scholarships or supplies, also 
provided by the DCOA/AIF.)
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AIDE TO TEACHER 
SCHOLARSHIPS - NEW!
From Teacher’s Aide to Certified Teacher

“ Thank you for offering the scholarship for the aide to teacher program! 
I am very grateful that I was one of the winners. It is difficult to attend 
and also afford school while being a single working mom.

— Traci Curtis, AISD Aide to Teacher Recipient ”
The Abilene Education Foundation is pleased to offer 

up to $1,000 in scholarship funds to teacher’s aides 

currently employed by Abilene ISD working on becoming 

a certified teacher. These funds are only available to 

students participating in the Teacher’s Aide to Certified 

Teacher - McMurry University program. McMurry has 

established a formal partnership with Abilene ISD 

to offer aides a special tuition rate, courses at times 

outside regular school hours, and the option for a clinical 

teaching or paid internship with a bachelor’s degree upon 

graduation. Students who successfully complete the 

program will be eligible for the standard Texas teaching 

certificate. 

SCHOLARSHIPS: $6,000
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AEF endowments help fund college educations, 
classroom supplies for new teachers, and monetary 
awards, making a difference in the lives of teachers 
and students in Abilene ISD for generations to 
come. A permanent record of donors and gifts is 
maintained by AEF. The Community Foundation of 
Abilene manages investments of the donations and 
contributions to these endowments. The principal gift 
remains and the income continues to generate 
funds for teachers and students in perpetuity.

CHESSMATE: 
SCHOLASTIC 
CHESS CLUB OF 
AISD FUND - 
NEW!

Established by Mr. Bill 
Wright, this fund will 
support the scholastic 
chess clubs in AISD from elementary to high school 
with additional resources including chess boards, 
training sessions, and master classes. Some studies 
show that chess helps elementary and middle school 
students achieve higher scores in math and increases 
their overall mental abilities1. Chess also teaches 

1 Sala, G., Foley, J. P., & Gobet, F. (2017). The effects of chess 
instruction on pupils’ cognitive and academic skills: state of the 
art and theoretical challenges. Frontiers in psychology, 8, 238.

kids patience, helps them create plans, and provides 
social interactions. AEF is deeply grateful to Bill for 
his generous gift to AISD students. 

MARTHA KIEL SCHOLARSHIP 
ENDOWMENT

The Martha Kiel Scholarship Fund honors long-
time beloved art teacher Martha Kiel’s legacy 
by providing a scholarship to a high school 

student participating in the annual Young 
Masters Juried Art Exhibition at the Grace 

Museum. A truly remarkable woman, 
Martha Kiel has been described 

as a “master teacher… 
who touches children’s 

souls.”  Kiel earned a 
Bachelor of Science degree 

from Midwestern State University 
in Wichita Falls in 1953 and achieved 

an elementary education teaching 
certificate from Hardin-Simmons University 
and a Master of Education degree from 

Abilene Christian University. Instructing 
approximately 17,000 students in her 34-year 

AISD teaching career, Kiel taught at Jefferson 
Junior High and Cooper High School, while serving 
as an adjunct professor at McMurry University. At 
Hardin-Simmons University she served as an adjunct 
professor from 1974-2013 and was head of the art 
department from 2000-2006 prior to retirement. 
While at Cooper she began the Advanced Placement 
classes for the visual arts and started the Visual Arts 

LEAVING A LEGACY
Endowment Update

What 
legacy will you 

leave to children 
in Abilene?
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Scholastic Event for Region 14. Kiel demonstrated 
her passion to promote art programs for all students 
by connecting, mentoring, and inspiring all students 
regardless of their background.

EDWIN & AGNES JENNINGS 
TEACHING EXCELLENCE 
AWARD ENDOWMENT 

With the donation of 3,000 shares of Exxon Mobile 
stock from Mr. Edwin Jennings Jr. a permanent 
endowment held at Community Foundation of Abilene 
has been established to honor teachers making a 
difference in the lives of students in Abilene ISD with 
an “Edwin and Agnes Jennings Teaching Excellence 
Award” in memory of his parents. This endowment 
will allow AEF to continue these awards yearly for 
generations to come, as part of TLC (Teachers in the 
Limelight Celebration). Due to his passion for teaching 
math and science, Mr. Jennings Jr. also honors a 
secondary math and secondary science teacher with 
an “Edwin and Agnes Jennings Teaching Excellence 
Award.” Nominations for these awards are made 
by students, parents, colleagues, and community 
members, as well as school administrators. Mr. 
Jennings Jr.’s parents, Edwin and Agnes Jennings, 
were active and well-regarded members of the 
Abilene community. For more information on TLC 
please see page 11.

THE MARTHA SCOTT 
CARLSON ENDOWMENT FOR 
AEF GIFT GRANTS

Martha was a sweet gracious lady who continuously 
carried a joy for friends and family and a love for 
education. She was regarded as a wonderful friend, 
cherishing and helping those around her wherever 
she lived. While in Abilene, she donated funds to AEF 
to begin the GIFT (Giving to First-time Teachers) 
Grant Program. She provided donations through 
AEF to have a security officer present at the AISD 
School Board meetings and funded needs in the deaf 
education classroom at Ward Elementary. In her 
memory, her family established an endowment held 
at the Community Foundation of Abilene, to continue 
to support the GIFT Grant Program each year with 
funds to help first-year, new-to-the-profession 
teachers outfit their classrooms. What an amazing 
tribute and honor given in memory of this former 
teacher and truly generous individual!

AHS & CHS ALUMNI 
ENDOWMENT FUNDS

In 2009, Abilene High School and Cooper High School 
alumni helped establish the groundwork for two 
additional endowments to provide scholarships for 
AHS and CHS graduates. Additional funds for the 
endowments were raised by our first annual Cajun 
Festival fundraiser. Abilene Education Foundation is 
working with donors and class reunions to increase 

LEAVING A LEGACY
Endowment Update (continued)
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these endowments so that scholarships can be 
awarded every year to Cooper and Abilene High 
graduates.

AHS: Due to generous contributions from the classes 
of 1940, 42, 43, 48, 53, 55, 56, 57, 58, 59, 60, 63, 64, 
65, 79, 93, 95, 96 and 2002 and funds raised by the 
Abilene Education Foundation Cajun Fest event, 
the AHS endowment currently provides an AHS 
graduating senior with an annual scholarship.

CHS: Due to generous contributions from classes 
of 1964, 1965, 1967, 1969, 1976, 1978, 1979, 1988 
and 1996 and funds raised by the Abilene Education 
Foundation Cajun Fest event, the CHS Endowment 
currently provides a CHS graduating senior with an 
annual scholarship. 

THE ROYCE CURTIS 
EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION 
ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP 
FUND

During their 20th class reunion, the Class of 1993 
announced, to a very surprised Royce Curtis, the 
scholarship fund which will help future Eagles reach 
their goals of a college education. Royce served as 
the AISD associate superintendent of personnel for 
seven years, before retiring in 2010. Many students 
from the Class of 1993 had Mr. Curtis as a principal 
beginning in the sixth grade at Franklin Middle School 
and graduated under his administration from Abilene 
High School, where he served as principal from 1989 
until 2003. Mr. Curtis personified the Eagle spirit and 
had a passion for seeing his students succeed. This 
fund, which was established by Dr. Bracken Kolle, and 
continues to grow with additional donations from 
AHS alumni and parents, honors Mr. Curtis’s legacy at 
Abilene High by awarding a deserving college-bound 

senior with a scholarship. 

JULIA JONES MATTHEWS 
ENDOWMENT 

In 2005, Julia Jones Matthews established an 
endowment benefitting Abilene Education Foundation. 
The corpus of that endowment is owned and 
managed by the Community Foundation of Abilene. 
Mrs. Matthews forever changed the landscape of 
Abilene. Over a lifetime of “anonymous” philanthropy, 
she quietly, exquisitely, and selflessly rendered a tour 
de force for her hometown. Her gracious spirit and 
her generous heart worked powerful and positive 
changes among legions throughout this community 
and beyond. She was the quintessence of the 
scriptural verse “It is more blessed to give than to 
receive.”  Interest earned helps with AEF’s operational 
expenses.

ABILENE EDUCATION 
FOUNDATION ENDOWMENT

The Abilene Education Foundation has established a 
second endowment fund. This endowment, initially 
established with generous contributions from Lee and 
Ruth Caldwell, continues to grow and support AEF 
programs. The Board of Directors for AEF continues 
to focus on growth of the organization’s endowment 
through its annual fund and corporate drive efforts.

LEGACY DONORS

Legacy Donors choose to include AEF in their estate 
planning leaving a legacy of education for future AISD 
students. AEF legacy donors include Mike Dudley, 
Mindy Morris, Dr. Bracken Kolle, Anonymous (COOL 

Program), and Anonymous (AEF).
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UNIVERSE STAR
$10,000 and Up

Abilene ISD*
Abilene Teachers 

Federal Credit 
Union

Anonymous
Anonymous
Bob and Peggy 

Beckham Quasi 
Endowed Fund via 
CFA

Community 
Foundation Of 
Abilene

DevelopAbilene/
Development 
Corporation of 
Abilene

Dian Graves Owen 
Foundation

H-E-B Grocers*
Shelton Family 

Foundation
Meta Alice Keith 

Bratten Foundation

GALAXY STAR
$5,000 - $9,999

Jim Alexander
John and Carolyn 

Beckham via CFA
Mike Dudley
Melody Hunt
Mary Jo Lloyd
STAR Dodge 

Hyundai*
Nationwide Products, 

LLC
Bill Wright via CFA

NOVA STAR
$1,000 - $4,999

Abilene Cultural 
Affairs Council

Anonymous
The Barber 

Foundation
Budget Blinds/Mike 

Breckenridge
CHS Class of 1980
Cisco College*
Citizens Bank
Claude & Mae Moss 

Charities, Inc.
Community 

Foundation Of 
Abilene

Condley & Company, 
LLP

Brandon Carr & 
Christine Curtis-
Carr

Vic & Carol Corley
Cody Davis
Pat Dudley
Eagles 69 Reunion
First Financial Capital 

Corporation
First Bank Texas
First Financial Bank
Greathouse 

Foundation
Roger Hall
Hardin Simmons 

University*
Hartmann & Brothers, 

Inc.
Raymond & Kathy 

Haynes
Galen & Basilia Hester
Hendrick Health 

System
Tiffany & Scott Lamb
Lone Star Electric*
Lynn Beckham 

Marderosian
Ray McGlothlin
McMurry University*
Pat & Susan Mouser
Juan & Mary Ortega
David & Alynn Polnick
Kaye Price-Hawkins
Billye Proctor Shaw
Reddy Ice (Abilene 

Ice)*
Mary Ross

Sign Design 
Warehouse/
Contractors 
Service*

Sports Clips*
Paige & Keith 

Sproles*
Mike & Cindy Sullivan
Texas State Technical 

College*
Jose Valenzuela
Eric & Kerry Watson
Rob & Angie Wiley
Mike & Jeannie Young
Vote for Abilene Kids

SHOOTING STAR
$500 - $999

Abilene Aero, Inc.
Abilene Bone & Joint, 

LLC
Abilene Runner’s 

Club/Jostens
A OK Driving School*
Phil & Cathy Ashby
Karen Batson
Black Plumbing, Inc.
Bart Bourland
Jeff Brockovich
Julia Burk
Lee and Ruth Caldwell
Joseph Edwin & Jo 

Canon
CBS Insurance, LLP
Royce & Kathy Curtis
Robert & Laurie Eagle
Eide Bailly
Enprotec/Hibbs & 

Todd, Inc.
Firehouse Fitness*
Funeral Directors Life 

Insurance Company
Ryan & Libby Gibson
Larry & Judy Godfrey
David & Anita Green
Jason & Ashley Hall
Lee & Callie Hampton 

via CFA
Gerald L. Horn

Tim & Regina 
Lancaster

McCreary, Veselka, 
Bragg, & Allen PC

Melson Family Donor 
Advised Fund via 
CFA

Hillary & Kimberly 
Moore

Phil & Kathy 
Morehead via CFA

Napier Engineering
Parkhill, Smith & 

Cooper
Randy & Susan 

Piersall
Alice & Leroy Polnick
Mike Rhea
Sayles Ranch 

Guesthouses*
The Snyder Ranch
Steve & Nita Slaton
Patricia Snow
Julie Polnick Wilson
Larry & Marianne 

Wood
Dr. David & Amanda 

Young

PLATINUM STAR
$300 - $499

Abilene Association 
Of Realtors, Inc.

Abilene’s Kona Ice, 
LLC

Anonymous
Terry & Paula Bull
David A. Chavez
Linda Davis-Cargile
Bill & Tina Enriquez
Gary & Jean 

Goodnight
Gail Gregg
Marsha Hammack
Kay & Travis 

Hartgraves
Barry & Linda Hoefer
Amber Kendrick
Kiwanis Club Of 

Abilene
Stan & Debbie 

Lambert
Renee & Jon McAden
Sherri & Mike 

McAuliffe
Suzanne Melbourne
Brenda Morales
Rodney & Suzanne 

Murphy
Cara Naizer
Roland & Jeri Orr
Mindy Prather
SODA District 

Courtyard, LLC
Patrick Stevenson
Roger Thomas
Sandy & Shelly Utley
Susan Vandever
Bobbie Lee & Bernice 

Wolfe

GOLD STAR
$150 - $299

23 Junk Street
Abilene Cactus Lions 

Club
Aim Bank
Jane Allred
Dicky & Katherine 

Anderson
Jack Ann Griggs
Jessica Archuleta
Cathy & Phil Ashby
James & Janet 

Batiste
Batjer & Associates, 

Inc.
BBVA Compass
Gay Beitscher
Russell and Paula 

Berry
Julie Bibb
Bike Town*
Vicki & Tommy Blair
Alison Camp
Kevin & Sarah 

Campbell
Melissa Cedllo

Sarah Christian
Jana Nicole Churchill
Andrea Clonch
Del Van Cox
The Crowe Group
Paige Daugherty
Robert Davidson
Robin M. Dennis
Monica Diaz
The Dive Spot*
Charles & Jean Kay 

Erwin
Glenda Eubanks
Drs. Dickson & Sarah 

Ferguson
Adam Frazier
Samuel Garcia State 

Farm
Jim Gordon
Tiffany Hammer
Larry Haney
Sandra Harbour
Lisa Harp
Deb Hollingworth
Cindy & Don Hothan
Jeff Howell
James & Shelley 

Hughes
Meghann Kilchrist
Tiffany Loftin
Mr. K.O. & Mrs. 

Marilyn Long
Marquietta Lubin
Mark & Donna 

Maxwell
Bobby & Doris Melson 

via CFA
Kari McQueen
Angie Monroe
Mike Newton
Clayton Phariss
Julie Pillard
Teri & Andy Reece
Holly Samuels
Carol Sanderson
Riley Scroggins
SignTex
Alison Sims
Mark & Judy Sivley
Morris E. Skaggs
Starbucks*
Debra Stewart

ANNUAL DONORS
Donation levels from August 1, 2018 to July 31, 2019
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Willie Juanita Stovall
Dale Stover
Taylor Surles
Mark Sutphen
Texas Mutual
Mike Tschaar Heating 

& Air Conditioning, 
Inc.

Urban Strength
Susan Vann
Mary Vermillion
Keely Ward
Traci Wasmer
Susan Watts
Rick & Cathey 

Weatherl
Stephen 

Wegrzynowicz
Wesley Court Senior 

Living
Dustin West
Rob Westman
West Techs Chill 

Water Specialist
Willis Supply 

Company
John & Jan Wray
Bill Wright
Daryl & Rebekah 

Zeller

SILVER STAR
Up to $149

20th Century Study 
Club

Bushra Abbas
Lee Abernathy
RoseMary Abila
RoseMary Abila
Amy Adams
Tori Adams
Amy Adams
Lucero Aguirre
AHS Class of ‘65
AHS Eagle Fund
Jennifer Alden
Spud Aldridge
Martha Aleman
Becky Allbright
Janice Allen
Amy Allen
Chaney Allred
Shirley Anderson
Alisa Anderson
Shara Anderson
Stephanie Angell
Anonymous (5)
Michelle Aquino
Michelle Aquino
Amy Arick
Guadalupe Arizpe

Staci Armstrong
Debra Arroyo
Courtney Arterberry
Terah Ashford
Terri Aston
Pamela Austin
Mary L. Ayers
Don & Shirley Baber
Jeana Badger
Lauren Bagley
Brandy Balderas
Aubrey Ballard
Tali Barbarick
Cheryl Barber
Kerri Barber
Jessica Barker
Shannon Barnett
Corey Barnett
Tammy Barnhart
Bun & Rea Barry
Krishna Bastola
Karen Batson
Mary Bauernfeind
Cassandra Bauttista
Joy Beckett
Nina Beckett
Kay/Jeri Bedingfield
Deborah Belch
Melissa Bell
Brent Bell
Carla Belote

Lynn Bennett
Whitney Bennett
The Benevity 

Community Impact 
Fund

Karen Berry
Teal Betts
Stephanie Bevills
Melissa Beyer
Julie Bibb
Baillie Bishop
Linda Black
Dale & Mittie 

Blackburn
Cindy & Ron Blevins
Jacinda Blue
April Bockenfeld
Dianne Bolin
Kathy Booth
Debra Borchert
Rhonda Bouquet-

Harris
Jennifer Bourland
Shanda Bourn
Todd Bramwell
Cherry Branch
Mattia Bray
Lela Brister
Stacy Bristow
Kelly Broadfoot
Nancy Brock

Lanaee Brooks
Carolyn Brooks
Victoria Broun
Timothy Broun
Brenda & Mark Brown
Dee Dee Brown
Diana Brown
Victoria Brown
Albina Brown
Paul Brown
Cindy S Brown
Cindy Brown
Mary Broyles
Jamie Bruce
Lacy R. Bruce
Les Bruce
Kimberly Brumley
Codi Bruner
Stephanie Brunett
Denise Brunner
Patrice & James 

Bryan
Patti Bryan
Gretchen Bullock
Jera Bunton
Pauline Burke
Karaline Burnam
Elizabeth Burns
Cheryl Burns
Carol Burson
Tyler Burton

Lavon Burton
Roxanne Bush
Angela Cabrera
Angela Cabrera
Misty Caddell
Wendy Cadenhead
Alan Caffey
Robyn Calder
Anne Callaway
Janice Campbell
Nora Campbell
Ovelia Campos
Paul and Kelly 

Cannon
Herminia Cano
Michelle Caraway
Rachel Leanne 

Carlisle
Barbara Carneiro
Amanda Carpenter
Schivon Carrell
Tonya Carrigan
Janet Carroll
Jessica Carroll
Charles & Becky 

Casey
Misty Cassel
Angela Rodriquez 

Castaneda
Kara Castillo
Nicki Castillo
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Brian Castleberry
Becky Chamness
Emile Chamness
Elaine Chapman
Nicole Chastang
Becky Chatelain
Clinton Jay Cheatham
Kathy Churchill
Anita Churchill
Lacretia Churchman
Taylor Claxton
Kimberly Clay
Catherine Clements
Katherine Clements
Jason Clements
Karen Clemmer
Amy Clinton
Karen Cluck
Jennifer Clute
Renee Cobarruvias
Martin Cobarruvias
Brent Cofer
Tabitha Coffman
Kristy Compton
Katie Condra
Brazos Condra
Bethany Connell
Krista Conner
Esmi Conover
Crysta Cook
Melinda Cook
Vance & Mary 

Cooksey
Diane Cope
Tracy Copeland
Teri Corbett
Danielle Corley
Christina Cortez
Dan Cottner
Tamra Cotton
Suzanne Cottrell
Richard Cox
Darrin Cox
Sondra Cox
Michelle Cranor
Cindy Crawford
Cindy Crawford
Jennifer Crawford
Addie Creason
Pepper Creel
Wendy Cripps
LaToya Crisp
Mary Crisp
Dr. & Mrs. Scott 

Crocker
Susan Crowe

Susan Carrie Crowe
Carol Lynn Crowley
Jessica Crow-Tucker
Abby Cummins
Abby Cummins
Cheryl Cunningham
Laura Cunningham
Kimhun Dam
Emily Danesi
Emily Danesi
Sheri Daniell
Tim Danley
Heidi Daugherty
Sharon Daugherty
Katie Davenport
Jan Davis
Rhonda Davis
S. Denise Davis
Danielle Davis
Jan Davis
Rhonda Davis
Kelly Davis
Julie Davis
Robin Day
Rosanna Day
Gayla De la Vega
Michael Debbie 

Langford
Dana Deckman
Veronica Del Rosal
Starla DeLaGarza
Jeanine Dement
Ashley Dennes
Jill Dennis
Ron Deos
Katy Desso
Sarah Diaz
Melissa Diaz
Mike & Paula Dickie
Jamie Dikes
Kellie Dixon
Vickie Doan
Heather Dodd
Christina Dooley
Eden Doss
E.B. & Jean Dotson
Rheannon Douty
LeAnn Dowdy
Keith & Leslie Dowell
Jim Downing
Paul & Lou Draper
Russell Dressen
Roy Dudgeon
Victoria Dudgeon
Amy Dugan
Karen Dunlap

Carol Dworaczyk
Jennifer Dykes
Addy Edgar
Jewel Egbert
Michelle Einkauf
Mary Elliott
Beverly Ellison
Kathy Ellison
Kimberly Encarnacion
Tina Enriquez
Tracy LaDea Espinosa
Janina Espinoza
Pennilisa Esquivel
June Estes
Lisa Estrada
Amanda Estrada
Tina Etter
Christina McClain 

Etter
Exodus Metropolitan 

Community Church 
of Abilene

Paula Exum
Steve & Chris Faehnle
Charlotte Faircloth
Sarah Fambrough
Emily Fanning
Teresa Faulkenberry
Kim Ferguson
Michael Fernandez
Laura Ferrell
Kiki Fiddmont
Macy Field
Paula Findley
Scott (Jeffrey) Findley
Robert Fink
Mallory Finley
Jane Hodnett Fisher
First Abilene Federal 

Credit Union
Kathy Fisher
Megan Flessner
Brenda Flores
Laurie Flores
Carol Footer
Jeannie Forehand
Maria Foster
Andrea Franco
Douglas Frank
Glen Freeman
Allan & Linda Frizzell
Jennifer Frye-Dykes
Rebecca Fuentes
Elizabeth Fulgim
Katherine Fulgim
Rebecca Fulkerson

Rebecca Fulkerson
Mike Fullen
Lucille Fullen
Monica Fuller
Melanie Fullerton
Janet Gallaway
Donna Gangadeen
LaQuiera Gantt
Celestina Garcia
Miranda Garcia
Concepcion Garcia
Ketta Garduno
Judy Garner
Debra Garner
Michelle Garner
Carla & Don Garrett
Carla Garrett
Dolores Garza
Celestina Garza
Maria Garza
Sara Garza
Morgan Garza
Ruth Gaston
Andrea Gazaille
Samantha Gibbs
Larry & Mary Gill
Michele Gill
Sharon Gilley
Shane Gilley
Christine Gilliard
Kathy Giron
Martha Godsey
Darla Goetz
Katherine Gomez
Cher Gomez
Patsy Gonzales
Krista Gonzales
Nick Gonzales
Allison Gonzales
Pearl Gonzales-

Owens
Mary Helen Gonzalez
Jessica Goode
Laura Goodman
Wayne Goodman
Heather Goodwin
Kathy Gorham
Mark Graham
Teresa Graham
Steven Gray
Tonja Gray
Susan Green
Richard Green
Courtney Greenleaf
Tiffany Greenwood
Gail Gregg

Kim Gress
Melanie Griffin
Charles Griffin
Sherry Griffith
Sheryll Gruenwald
Aleta & Gary Hacker
Brittany Hahn
Mel Hailey
Ronda Haire
Dee Halford
Chris K. Halifax
Terry Hall
Shirley & Rodney 

Hambright
Lee & Rae Ann 

Hamilton
Carman Hamilton
Marsha Hamilton
Amanda Hamilton
Rachel Hamilton
S. Robyn Hamilton
Jackee Hamp
Wendi Hancock
Kim Hancock
Mary Haney
Ashley Happy
Janet Hardin
Deborah Hardin
Lindsey Harlan
Laura Harm
Melvin & Jennifer 

Harper
Julie Harris
Lana Harris
Jennifer Harrison
Kristi Harrison
Jean Harrison
Pam Hart
Tracie Hartman
Cindy Hay
Rebecca Heatherly
Ralph Heaven
Karen Heflin
Allison Hefner
Ginger Held
Chayla Henderson
Heather Henderson
Melissa Hendricks
Sarah Hendrix
Sharon Hendrix
Cathy Hennessey
Sandy Henry
Jay & Gretchen 

Henson
Lenora Hernandez
Hillary Hernandez

Karrah Hernandez
Magdalena 

Hernandez
Karrah Hernandez
Christy Hernandez
Cathy Hernandez
Jennifer Herrera
Elaine Herweck
Jennalee Alaine 

Hester
Highland Church Of 

Christ
Anita Hill
Deborah Hill
Danika Hill
Jackey Hill
John Hill
Cathy Hillin
Michelle Hillock
Bret Hines
Tabatha Hodges
Kaitlin Hoermann
Heather Holcomb
Leigh Holden
Kerry & Melody 

Holland
Melody Holland
Virginia Holley
Michaela Holloway
Dena Hollowell
Hannah Holmes
Margaret Hope
Debbie Hopper
Cindy Hothan
Sarah Howe
Carrolyn Hudson
Denise Hufstedler
Crissy Hutton
David Hutton
Melissa Irby
Julee Isenhower
Stevanie Jackson
Julie Jackson
Joanna Jackson
Jodi Jacques
Ashley Jacques
Lori Jaggars
W.L. Jaggers
Glenda James
Karen James
Amy (Kati) Jennings
Matilda Jimenez
Paloma Johnson
Elizabeth Johnson
Paloma Johnson
Clay Johnson

ANNUAL DONORS, CONTINUED
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Nelda Johnson
Christine Johnston
Tina Johnston
Mandi Joiner
Jolly Roofing
Shari (Sharolet) Jones
Alan Jones
Shari (Sharolet) Jones
Felicia Jones
Tina Jones
Rebecca L Jones
Tammy Jones
Arlieta Jones
Jennifer Jordan
Amber Jordan
Michele Josselett
Holly Joyce
Kristi Joyner
Amy Kasberg
Brenda Keefer
Nita J. & Alvin Keesee
Brittney Keesee
Suzanne Kehret
Sharon & Nolan Kelley
Melissa Kelley
Deborah Kemp
Candace Kennemer
Suzanne Kent
Kasie Kidd
Martha Kiel
Sujan Kilton

Katie Kimball
Sharon Kimble
Christopher Jarred 

King
Carol King
Mike Kinslow
Deana Kirtley
Dorothy Kiser
Nikki Kittley
Danny & Nicole Kittley
Kim Austin Insurance
Melanie Koen
Michelle Kruse
Don Kuciemba
Tamara Lackey
Cynthia Ladyman
Amy Lambert
Christine Lana
Rebecca Lana
Peggy Langford
Doreen Langford
Linda Langston
Donna Lanier
Maxine LaPierre
Jeffrey Latham
Dot Laurence
Uluwehi Laurita-Urata
Amber Law
Chasity Lawson
Laine Lawson
Kelly Layman

James Leavell
Tracy Lee
Angelina Lee 

Rodriguez
Harry Leeds
Edenina Leija
Robin LeMieux
Lisa Lester
Jay Lester
Debra Letz
Brenda Levario
Jacqueline Leverett
Stan & Judy Levrets
Stan Levrets
Nancy J Lewis-Means
Jessica Liddell
Linda Light
Sheila Light-

Dendinger
Jana Lindley
Lilia C. Lipps
Teresa Little
Valeri Littrell
Sheri Lloyd
Glenda Kay Loftin
Amber Logan
Brittany Lomax
Jan Long
Tracy Long
Sandy Longacre
Sara Lopez

Violet Luke
Kay Luna
Alicia Luna
Teresa Luna
Jessica Luster
Cristen Macke
Jacqueline Mahar
Erika Maldonado Soto
Connie Mann
Kathy (Mary) Mann
Lyndi Manning
Keimara Mansilla-

Rivera
Jennifer Mansker
Kimberly Marr
Adelia Martin
Kyle Martin
Dodie Martin
Randy Martin
Amanda Martin
RoseMary Martin 

(Watlington)
Sylvia Martinez
Ashley Mayhugh
Renee McAden
Laurie McAnally
Kristen McBride
Jasmine & Regi 

McCabe-Gossett
James McClure
Cindy McCoy

Kayla McCoy
Christen McCullough
Debbie McElmurray
Lisa & David McFall
James McGee
Madison McKillip
Nancy McKinley
Joy McKnight
Jennifer McLean
Susan McLean
Don & Jean McMillon
Ron & Bobbye 

McMillon
Reyna McMillon
Kimberely McMillon
Julie McNally
Patricia McRoy
Karissa Means
Joe & Jessica Melson
Gayla Mendez
Aida Mendoza
Elizabeth Mendoza
Mike & Cherry 

Mikeska
Tanya Miles
Debbi Miller
Krista Miller
Jenny Miller
Amie Miller
Sandra Minnick
Christina Mitchell

McKenzy Mize
Opal Mobbs
Jamie Mollet
Jill Monroe
Nathan Monroe
Jay Moore
Mary Jane Moore
Jessica Moore
Chris Moore
Phil & Kathy 

Morehead
Mike & Betty 

Moreland
Wendy Moreland
Pam Moreland
Taylor Moreno
Sandra Morgan
Wendy Morgan
Judy Moropoulos
David & Karla Morris
Melinda Morris
Cynthia Morris
Sandra Morrow
Sheila Morse
Denise Morton
Anita Morton
Kara Moschetto
Mallory Moser
Betsy Mosley
Moutray & Associates 

Insurance Agency, 
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Inc.
Dusty Muller
Sandi Muniz
Ana Muniz
Karen Munoz
Leslie Murphy
Walter Muzaurieta
Shelly Muzechenko
My Tribute Gift 

Foundation, Inc.
Mamie Myers
Amber Diersing Nall
Tammy Nall
Kayce Neal
Maggie/Marjorie Neal
Angela Neeb
Neff Company 

Construction/
Farms

Tara Nelson
Kara Nestle
Myra G. Newton
Kristi Newton
Mike Newton
Cheryl Niblo
Lynn & Sherolyn 

Nichols
George Nichols
Immaculee Nikuze
Todd Nix
Kara Nixon
Stephanie Nohl
Darlene Norwood
April OBosky
Shannon Ochoa
Jennifer Ogelsby
Kathy Olney
Carla Olson
Paula Olson
Maria Ortega
RoseMary Ortega
Maria Ortega
Lindsey Owen
Ryan Owens
Ron Owens
Cary Owens
Amy Packer
Christine Parkinson
Kyersten Parks
Julie Parrot
Judy Partee
Karrie Partin
Susan Pate
Amy Patton
Melinda Payne
Brenda Payne

Melinda Payne
Jennifer Payne
Susan Payton
Kaylea Peacock
Dana Pearson
Crystal Perdue
Charlie & Linda 

Perkins
Susan Perry
Amy Petrencik
Leah Petross
Leah Petross
Mildred Petty
Mark L. Hoover & 

Judith K. Phaneuf
Tina Phillips
Randy Phillips
Tina Phillips
Autumn Phipps
Linda Piazza
Mary Pieper-Marshall
Sarah Pierce
Marian Piersall
Susan Piersall
Seth Pietsek
Betty Pilgrim
Meredith Pittman
Jim & Mary Pizzorno
Amy Poole
Betty Poorman
Susan Postelwait
Carolyn Presswood
Kallie Pringle
Steven Pritchett
Elizabeth Pruitt
Heather Pryor
Irma Puente
Rhonda Pupella
Jenny Putnam
Terri Pyeatt
Wesley Racca
Dustin Rainwater
Marina Rainwater
Martha Ramirez
Rachel Ramos
Jennifer & John 

Raney
Ruppert & Kristi 

Rangel
Kelle Ratcliff
Christy Ratliff
Melinda Rausch
Andrea Razo
Shannon Rector
Teri Reece
Shelly Reed

Vickie Reed
Jill Reed
Benita Reed
Vickie Reed
Shelly Reed
Courtney Reed
Sandra Rees
Joanne Reese
Jody Reese
Debra Reese
Joanne Reese
James Reese
Gretchen Reicheneker
Cathy Reinmund
Josie Rektenwald
Lorrie Renfro
Nancy Rhodes
Karen Richard
Kay Richards
Anna B. Richardson
Annora Richardson
Charles Richardson
Michael Richins
Chelsea Rico
Candace Riddle
Lisa Riddle
Dina Riggins
Daniel Riley
Dawn Ripple
Claudia Ritchey
Lydia Roberson
Georgan Roberson
Kelly Roberts
Lindie Roberts
Leslye Roberts
Paris Robertson
Conni Robinett
Thelma Robinson
Tamara Robinson
Sherandee Robinzine
Tracy Robles
Kristy Rodela
Tommye Lee Rodgers
Kristi Rodriguez
America Rodriguez
Jeanette Rodriguez
Leigh Anne Roemisch
Matt Roemisch
Kenneth & LaWanda 

Rogers
Shari Rogge
Loree Rose
Susan Rose
Tobea Ross
Krisha Ross
Kimberly Rowlands

Catherine Ruiz
Nancy Ryan
Ashley Salyers
Shawna Sampson
Elizabeth Sanchez
Danielle Sanchez
Maria Sanchez
Regina Sanders
Erika Santos
Donnelle Sayger
Senter Realtors
Kristi Schmidt
Andrea Schwertner
Melissa Scott
Mike Scott
Jose A. Seca Jr.
Maria Serrano
Amanda Seymour
Roy Sharp
Ian Shelburne
Annette Shelton
Velara Sherman
Erinn Sherwood 

(Graham)
Steven Shinkle
Karon & Ken Shira
Judy Siburt
Emme Siburt
Julia Siewert
Cynthia Simmons
Kari Simpson
Belinda Slice
LouAnna Smiley
Darla Smith
Cyndi Smith
Carolyn Smith
Allison Smith
Bridget Smith
Tammy Smith
Sally Smith
Ann Smith
Cyndi Smith
Darla Smith
Melinda Smith
Tonya Smith
Andrea Smith
Jamie Smith
Winter Smith
Alicia Solis
Karen Southward
Lorry Spears
Arin Spence-Salas
Geraldine Spiker
Jessica Spitler
Jane Sprayberry
Kathie Springfield

Dawn Spruill
Chelsea Squyres
Janeisha Stalling
Janeigh Stallings
Allison Stanley
Rolanda Starr
The Honorable & Mrs. 

Chuck W. Statler
Glenda Stephens
Danny & Beverly 

Stevens
Kristal Stevens
Marsha Stewart
Ryan Stice
Susan Stiver
Jennifer Stoneroad
Robin Sturtevant
Larry Stuteville
Jessica Sustaita
Wendy Svoboda
Paula & Jim Tallant
Lindsey Tanner
Jim Tanury
Cynthia Tatsch
Debra Taubert
Joy Taylor
Marcie Taylor
Natalie Terry
Stacie Tharp
Gaile & Bill Thompson
Melanie Thompson
Gail Thompson
Lori Thompson
Cinnamon Thompson
Brenda Thomson
zKeri Thornburg
Mary C. Timpner
Jaime Tindall
Kay Tobar
Becky Tolar
Wilma Tolentino
Debra Tomaras
Melanie Trevino
Karly Tucker
Shelly Turnbough
Kim Turnbull
Lloyd & Karen Turner
Johnny Tyson
Hayley Underwood
Michelle Utley
Contessa Valdez
Angela Valentine
Susan Vandever
Hope Vann
Phillip Vardiman
Aracely Varela

Haley Vargas
Linda Varner
Kumiko Velez
Amber Via
Micaela Villanueva
Krystal Villareal
Jamie Villegas
Jane Voss
Angela Walker
Jana Walker
Jennifer Walker
Billie Walker
Lee Wallace
Pam Wallace
Lori Wallace
Blair Wallace
Gene Ward
Keely Ward
Meredith Ware
Robbie Warner
Robin Warren
Wash This Way 

Laundry Center
Lisa Washington
Melinda Watkins
Tina Watson
Scott Watson
Teena Watson
Jana Watson
Sadie Weaver
Wendy Weeks
Dr. & Mrs. Donald 

Wehmeyer
Janice Weiss
Kevin Wellborn
Alison Wellborn
Cindy West
Sharon West
Janet West
Ashley West
Debra Westbrook
Lee Anne Wheeler
Kelly White
Breann White
Kira Whitely
Scott Whitlock
Janaye Wideman
Joy Wiggins
Karl Wilcox
Taryn Wilford
Lauren Willen
Gaye Lynn Williams
Charles Wayne 

Williams
Dominique Williams
Frances & Doug 

ANNUAL DONORS, CONTINUED
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Williamson
Lyndsey Williamson
Randy Willis
Buffy Wilson
Carolyn Wilson
Buffy Wilson
Catherine Wilson
Michelle Wilson
Louwanna Winland
Gary Wayne Winner
LeAnn Winner
Dorothy Wiseman
Amanda Wiskow
Kyle Wiskow
Connie Womble
Joyce Wommack
Tiffany Woodard
Kiersty Wright
Kevin Wright
Chrissa Wylie
Jennifer Yates
DeAnn Yeilding
Brittney Young
Christy Young
Christine Young
Amanda Young
JoAnn Young
Jessica Youngblood
Laura Zamarron
Ramon Zamora
Daryl & Rebekah Zeller
Karen Zeman
Cecelia Zertuche
Greg Zietlow
Jennifer Zonker

ALUMNI SCHOLARSHIP 
DONORS
Jeffrey Althof
Pamela Austin
Christina Batten
Julie Bibb
Randell W Bibb
Tonya Boyd
Karan Breeden
Delia Castillo
Tracy & David Chapman
Angela Clark
Diane & Mike Cope
Sondra Cox
Carol Lynn Crowley
Kathy & Royce Curtis
Jill Dennis
Monica Diaz
Jacquetta Etheridge
Charlotte Fox
Kanesha Francis
Tami Galloway
Maria Dolores Garza
Sara & Jay Garza
Starla & Pedro Garza
Andrea Gazaille
Gina & Greg Goettsch

Laura & Rodney 
Goodman

Andrea Gorsline
Richard Green 
Joan & Gail Gregg
Sandra & Robert Gripton
Debbie & Jon Harrison
Sharon Hendrix
Amanda Hunter
Tanya Lamb
Rebecca Lambert
Christine Lana
Jeffrey Latham
Lisa & Jay Lester
Johnny Lindsey
Valeri Littrell
Darla Lorenz
Trudi Mask
Deirdre Massey
Nancy McKinley
Debbie McLelvy
Suzanne Melbourne
Christina Mitchell
Jill Monroe
Pam Moreland
Cynthia Morris
Betsy Mosley
Cara Naizer
Immaculee Nikuze
Reginald Obosky
Maria Ortega
Kay & Foy Pinson
Judy Powell
Irma Puente
Jorge Rangel
Glen Richardson
Tommye Rodgers
Nancy Ryan
Kristi Schmidt
Karen Schubert
Amanda Seymour
Paige Sproles
Rebecca Talk
Debra Taubert
Phyllis Tittle
Jamie Truitt
George S Valdez
Lori Van Houten
Linda Varner
Donna Wadlington
Rose Mary Watlington
Crystal Wiley
Charles W. Williams
Geraldine Wills
Vicki Wilson
Joyce & Robert 

Wommack
Paige Woodard
Teresa Woodard
Cindy Woolf
Martha Ybarra
Pam Yeaman
JoAnn Young
Jessica Youngblood
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ABILENE HIGH 
SCHOOL

Class of 1940

Bobbie Anderson 
Gee - In memory of 
Louis Stark Gee

Class of 1942

Bobbie Anderson Gee
Class of 1943
AHS Class Of 1943 

Reunion

Class of 1948

 David & Margie 
Whatley Guin

Scott Smith - In honor 
of AHS Teachers 
and Band Directors

Mr. & Mrs. Charles F. 
Weeth 

Class of 1953

Rudith & Don Drennan

Class of 1955

- Memorial for Doris 
Moser 

Ruth Ann Caudle
Mr. & Mrs. R.A.  Drum
William H. Greer
Suzanne Kunkel
Keith Lightfoot
Kathryn G. Morrison
Juay Min & Hwant 

W. Pu
Beverly & Dick  

Tarpley

Class of 1956

Steve Slaton - In 
memory of Norma 
Slaton Lanford

Class of 1957

 Betty Beall 
 Barb N. Brock 
 Penelope H. Brooks 

- In memory of 
Merlyn Randall 
Beyer

 Barbara Mauldin 
Chapo 

 John Cary Cooke III 
- In memory of Ted 
Moore & Robert 
Fielder (AHS Band & 
Orchestra Directors)

 Reginald B. Crump 
 Susan & James 

Edington - In honor 

of the Class of 1957 
Reunion Planners

 Betty Ruth Miller 
Giddens 

 Gladys Ann Hamilton 
- In memory of 
Betty Lou Miller 
Giddens

 R.C. Harrison 
 Ruth & Retired 

CMSGT Russell  
Higgins 

 Kay Key - In memory 
of Unnamed Friend

 Maxine LaPierres - In 
memory of Betty 
Lou Miller Giddens

 Larry Martin - In 
memory of Kenneth 
Twomey & Joe 
Rasco

 Elecive B. Mellott - In 
memory of Ernest 

Sublett (Drama 
Teacher)

 Barbara Brown & 
Bynum Miers 

 Gaye Morris 
 Wayne & Sarah 

Mulkey 
 Sarah Walker & 

Charles Mulkey - In 
memory of Sarah 
Hardy, Juanita 
Haney, and Dr. & 
Mrs. Paul Stubbs

 George Nichols 
 Patsy & Roy Raines 
 Tammy Riggin - In 

memory of Pat Pool
 Rosalee & Ken 

Smith Schmidt - In 
memory of Rufus 
King

 Nita & Steve  Slaton 
 Jena & Paul Stubbs 

 Ruth Amerette 
Vonderhott - In 
memory of Dr. Ruth 
M. Voder Achers

 Jeannie & Mike 
Young - In memory 
of Gaye Roberts 
Morris Griffin

Class of 1958

Marilyn & Spud 
Aldridge 

 Beverly & Fred Barron 
 Harriet Bass 
 Gwenda Berry - In 

memory of Harriet 
Bass

 Louise Ledford 
Bowling 

 Linda & David  Bryant 
- In memory of 
Harriet Bass & 

ANNUAL DONORS, CONTINUED

25



Leslie Bryant Alford
 Ann & Robert 

Baldridge Busby - In 
memory of Harriet 
Bass

 Donald R. Campbell 
 Edward Cockerell - In 

memory of Harriet 
Bass 

 Gay & Kenneth  Cook 
 Marcy & Charles  

Craig - In memory 
of Jerry Dehlinger & 
William Sides

 Charles B Dedmon 
- In memory of Dr. 
Charles Craig

 Linda Dehlinger 
 Katheryne & Bill 

Dehlinger 
 Jerry Edwards 
 Linda & Kenneth Ellis 
 Kay & Roger Evans 
 Jane Hodnett Fisher 

- In memory of 
Harriet Bass

 Gale Moore Foulds 
 Angie Henley & 

Thomas Fryer - In 
memory of Harriet 
Bass

 Betty J. & Gregory 
Fulcher 

 Christie & Gerald 
Galbraith - In 
memory of Jerry 
Dehlinger, William 
Sides, Chuck Moser, 
Blackie Blackburn, 
Rick MePherson, 
Truman Bridges, & 
Harriet Jones Bass

 Sue & Jack Giddings 
 Dora & Dale Graham 

- In memory of 
Truman Bridges

 Mrs. Robert (Bunnie) 
Hampton 

 Elizabeth Knott 
Hickman - In 
memory of Harriet 
Bass

 Sarah Sides Hillyer 
- In memory of Bill 
Sides

 Gerald L. Horn - In 
memory of Harriet 
Bass

 Pansy Jo Johnson 

- In memory of 
Harriet Bass

 Joy L. Jordan - In 
memory of Jerry P. 
Dehlinger, William 
H. Sides, & Harriet 
Bass

 Joana & Bracken 
Kolle - In memory of 
Dr. Charles Craig

 Jerry Don Landers 
 Linda & Harold 

Landrum 
 Jim Lane 
Sharla & Eugene Lang 

- In memory of 
Harriet Bass

Janet M. Langston 
- In memory of 
Harriet Bass

 Fayne & J. Rodney 
Lawrence - In 
memory of Dr. 
Charlie Craig

 Sandra Sprain 
Levisky - In memory 
of Harriet Bass

 Sharon & J. James  
Lodovic - In 
memory of Harriet 
Bass

 Enid & Dale  Lollar 
 Ron Luckie - In 

memory of Harriet 
Bass

 Hope & Tony 
Martinez 

 Charles Miller 
 Pat & Don Moore 
 Patsy Kinnard Moore 
 Cecilia Vick Mortimer 
 Joyce & Bryan 

Mundy - In memory 
of Linda Blevins 
Huddleston & Dana 
Stowe

 Dorothy & Ray  
Mussatto 

 George Nichols - In 
memory of Harriet 
Bass, Jerry Paul 
Dehlinger, Bill Sides, 
BeeAnn Gilcrest 
Childers, Chuck 
Moser, & Blackie 
Blackburn

 Voncille Norris 
 Charles H. Norton 
 Clarice Cole Peake 

 Barbara Rabin - In 
memory of Dr. 
Charlie Craig

 Earlyne Reagan 
 Floy & Jerry  

Robinson - In 
memory of Joe 
Purifoy

 Debbie & Steve 
Senter - In memory 
of Jerry Paul 
Dehlinger

 Settlepou - In 
memory of Dr. 
Charlie Craig

 Martha Davis 
Shepperd - In 
memory of Jean 
Fulwiler Harris & 
Jane Fulwiler Lawlis

 Nita & Steve  Slaton 
- In memory of Ann 
Slaton Blacklet & 
Harriet Bass

 Donna & Ted 
Smothers 

 Nancy Caffey Smythe 
 J.C. Steinman - In 

memory of Harriet 
Bass

Dana Ogle Stowell - In 
memory of Harriet 
Bass & Linda 
Blevins

 Terry Thomason - In 
memory of Monty 
Thomason Sr. 

 Sherry Pebworth 
& B.R. Tyra - In 
memory of Harriet 
Bass

 Katie & Bill Weaver 
- In memory of 
Charitible Trust - Dr. 
Charlie Craig

 Ruth Ann Wheeler - In 
memory of Bee Ann 
Gilchrist Childers

 Sue & Charles White 
- In memory of 
Bee Ann Gilchrist 
Childers, Jean 
& Jane Fulwiler, 
Harriet Bass, 
Bill Sides, Don 
Harighter, & Jerry 
Dehlinger

 Nancy & Arlton White 
- In memory of Dr. 

Charlie Craig
 Judy & Wynant 

Wilson - In memory 
of Harriet Bass, 
Dorothy Flowers 
Mussatto, Judy 
Malone Hyde, Verna 
Lee Horne Berry

 Barbara Brown 
Winston - In 
memory of Harriet 
Bass

 Sharon Christie & Jim 
Wright 

 Linda L. Yater - In 
memory of Bee Ann 
Gilchrist Childers

Class of 1959

AHS Class Of 1959 
Reunion

Class of 1960

Nita & Steve Slaton

Class of 1963

Carole & Gary Clinton

Class of 1964

AHS Class of 1964 
Reunion 

Frank M. Dunlevy
Nita & Steve 

Slaton

Class of 1965

 Sue Ball 
 LaWanda & Kenneth 

Rogers 
 Loralei Stowe 

Tuckness
LaWanda & Kenneth 

Rogers - In Memory 
of William Elmore

Class of 1979

AHS Class of 1979 
Reunion 

Class of 1993

Anonymous

Class of 1995

Jennifer Jordan

Class of 1996

Christine Curtis-Carr

Class of 2002

Amanda Wiskow 
(Hothan)

Kanesha Francis

COOPER HIGH 
SCHOOL

Class of 1964

Rodney Ewing
Helga Fuchs
Mike Latimer

Class of 1965

Giner Humphreys
Jeannie & Charlie  

Jowers
Mike and Sue 

Thomesen – In 
memory of 
LaWanda Rogers 
& Joni Beth 
Yarbrough

Class of 1967

Barbara Gee Gandy

Class of 1969

Cathy Clay 
Mary Armstrong 

Gee 
Robert S.Gee
Martha Weatherby - In 

honor of CHS Class 
Reunion

Class Reunion Cooper 
High School - In 
memory of Rudene 
Dunn, Mary Ellen 
Howell, Kay Cross, 
Randy Eaton, and 
Linda Landers

Class of 1976

CHS Class Of 1976 
Reunion

Class of 1978

Jane Ann Batjer
Cathy Brown & 

Scott Bedford - In 
memory of Diane 
Denkhoff

Janet Estes Garrison
Shelly & James 

Hughes
Melody Martin
Robin & Robert Rice
Rose Roberts
Tiger Health & Fitness

Class of 1979

CHS Class of 1979 
Reunion

Class of 1988

Tiffany Lamb (Pier)

Class of 1996

Brittany Lewis (Peel)

* Donations also 
include in-kind 
goods.

Thank You Donors!
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For More Information, Contact Us At:

Abilene Education Foundation
P.O. Box 1999

One AISD Center
Abilene, Texas 79604

Christine Curtis-Carr, Executive Director
Phone: 325-677-1444 ext. 2616

Email: christine.curtis-carr@abileneisd.org

AEF is a 501(c)3 organization. Contributions are tax deductible. 

Visit us at www.aaeeff.org

Thank you to AISD print services for their assistance with the publication of our annual report.

Publication design by Jay Packer. 


